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Sinn Féin policy on Garda reform (2004)

Introduction

Every society needs a legitimate police service and
every legitimate police service needs the support of
the communities it serves. For that reason it is

imperative that there is total transparency and trust

between the police service and the communities.

The Garda Siochdna has remained largely
unreformed since its establishment 80 years ago.
The Minister for Justice has rightly pointed out that
his recently introduced proposals on Garda reform
“represent the first major piece of legislative reform
of the Garda Siochdna since the foundation of the
State.” With the Government’s acknowledgment
that reform is necessary, we now have an
opportunity to shape the policing of the future for
the people of Ireland. It is critical that we get it
right.

Sinn Féin wants to see an all-island police service
established. In the interim, we want policing
services North and South that can attract widespread
support from, and that are seen as an integral part of,
the host community as a whole. We want effective
policing with local democratic accountability,
shaped as a community service and imbued with that

human rights ethos.

In recent times public confidence in the Garda
Siochéna has eroded. Currently there are two
ongoing tribunals investigating serious complaints
about Garda misconduct in Co. Donegal and the
shooting of John Carthy. The Gardai also have
major questions to answer regarding their conduct of
the investigation of the Dublin-Monaghan bombings
and other incidents of collusion in this state,
including the murder of Sinn Féin Councillor Eddie
Fullerton. The Irish Council for Civil Liberties has
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referred to “a culture of denial that has allowed
impunity to spread” - and indeed there is evidence
and allegations of Garda and Special Branch
misconduct both individual and systemic dating
back to the 1970s; off-duty criminal involvement in
a range of serious offences including sexual assault;
findings of fraud in relation to Garda contracts; and
findings that Gardai have adduced false evidence in
Court. Public perception of impunity for
misconduct has been confirmed by the repeated
failures of the Garda Complaints Board.

Working class communities know only too well that
the Gardai are not succeeding in making their
communities safe. Many people in these
communities are angry at the failure to respond
effectively to growing localised crises, and

misallocation of Garda resources.

The Good Friday Agreement promised for the Six
Counties a new police service that would be
“impartial, representative, free from partisan
political control, efficient, infused with a human
rights culture, decentralised, and democratically
accountable at all levels.” The resulting Patten
Commission recommendations for the future of
policing involve the creation of community-based
civic policing with human rights at its core, held
accountable through democratic institutions and
representative of the community it serves. We
believe that citizens of this state deserve nothing
less. Just as we believe in the Good Friday
Agreement’s commitment to jurisdictional
equivalence in equality and human rights
protections, so too must police reform “harmonise
upwards” using the Patten Recommendations as a

template for reaching a minimum standard.

The Minister for Justice has dismissed Patten as

irrelevant as a model because it was developed to deal
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with a specific conflict situation. But that is not
persuasive. The Patten Recommendations are also now

recognised internationally as representing best practice.

A comprehensive Garda Reform package must
support the Gardai in their evolution towards a best
practice service, one which can set the standard
globally for efficient, effective and accountable
policing with human rights at its core - a policing
service enjoying an unprecedented level of
community confidence, support, and cooperation.

That is our vision. That is the policing service Sinn

Féin wants to help realise for the people of this state.

In keeping with this, Sinn Féin recommends the
following key interlocking measures for a reform
package:

* The setting up of an independent Garda

Ombudsman
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e The setting up of a civilian Policing Board
* The setting up of Community Policing

Partnerships at Garda District level

While we welcome the opportunity to make this
submission, it is totally unacceptable that the
Minister has not engaged in a proper consultation
process on a matter of such huge public interest.

This opportunity should not be lost.

Sinn Féin recommends that the Department hold a
proper community consultation process on the issue,
which should inform the final reform package. This
public consultation must be comprehensive and
inclusive, consisting of a national series of local
public fora including community groups,
representatives of marginalised sectors of Irish
society, and those with “high contact” and/or special

needs in relation to policing services.
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Human Rights Ethos

Policing can and must make a positive contribution

to the protection and promotion of human rights.

Best practice on human rights in policing requires
not only human rights training and periodic
upskilling, but also a pervasive human rights ethos
underpinned by a specific code of conduct in line
with international standards and reflecting a human

rights-based philosophy of policing.

This opportunity for Garda reform must ensure that
the policing service of the future is fully compliant
with relevant international instruments on policing

standards, as well as UN and EU best practice

guidelines and codes of conduct.

We welcome as a start the steps that have been taken
to date to extend human rights awareness and
compliance in the Gardai, including the
establishment of the Garda Human Rights Initiative,
the revised Declaration of Professional Values and
Ethical Standards, the independent human rights
audit authorised by the Minister and the Minister’s
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undertaking to extend human rights training to all

Gardai including serving Gardai.

Sinn Féin is recommending that the commitment to

the promotion and protection of human rights should
also be reflected in the proposed legislation as a core
value, and given at least equal weight to others such

as “efficiency and economy”.

The Minister’s draft legislation should be revised to
reflect this human rights ethos, particularly in the
Heads on objectives for the regulations and
functions of the Garda Siochdna (3(3) and 6(1)), the
functions of the Commissioner (10(3)), and the
Garda Attestation (15), all of which should make
specific reference to the duty to protect and promote

human rights.

Of course, getting the Garda complaints and
accountability mechanisms exactly right is
fundamental to ensuring that the culture of impunity
becomes a thing of the past, replaced by a culture of
full human rights compliance. The Sinn Féin
proposals for an independent Garda Ombudsman

(below) address this need.
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Service and Equal
Partnership Ethos

The Patten Commission rightly emphasised that the
community is “the ultimate custodian” of policing
services. In keeping with this, Patten recommended
a governing concept of “policing WITH the
community” that should be the core function of the
policing service - at the level of every police station

and every serving member.

Sinn Féin is recommending an equal partnership
approach between police and community. This
means that the police participate in the community
and respond to the needs of that community, and the
community participates in policing and supports the
police. Together they can solve problems more

effectively.

It has been noted that since the 1970s the Garda
Siochédna has been moving steadily further away
from the concept expressed in its title - “Guardians
of the Peace” - and its emphasis on community
service and towards an overemphasis on security.
As a result, in many areas the community has grown
correspondingly estranged from the Gardai.
Unfortunately, this outdated security-oriented
approach is also reflected in the Minister’s
proposals. A community service and equal
partnership re-orientation is needed if trust in the
Gardaf is to be restored and enhanced. Such an

approach also has the potential to contribute
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substantially to increased community cooperation,

and consequently to Garda effectiveness.

The Garda reform legislation should aid the evolution
of 21st century policing as a service rather than a
“force” - one which is fully accountable and guided

by a service and community partnership ethos.

The Minister’s draft legislation should be revised to
reflect this service and partnership ethos, particularly in
the proposals on functions and distribution of Gardai
(Heads 6 and 7), functions of Commissioner (10),
appointments of Commissioner, Deputy and Assistant
Commissioners and Superintendents (9,13 and 14),
setting of priorities by the Minister (18), Strategic
Policing Plan (19), Annual Policing Plan (20),
Provision of Information (28) and obtaining the views
of the public (24), under Part 2 on Performance and

Accountability of the Garda Siochana.

The Minister’s proposals in large part seek to clarify
the relationship between the Minister and the Garda
Commissioner, the Oireachtas and the Garda
Commissioner, and the local authorities and local
Gardai. While this is welcome and necessary, the
missing link is the need to elaborate the relationship
and accountability between the Commissioner and
the people, and local Garda command and the
people they serve. Sinn Féin proposals to establish
an independent civilian Policing Board and
Community Policing Partnerships (below) seek to
address this deficit.
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A Garda Ombudsman

Sinn Féin recommends the establishment on a
statutory basis of a fully independent Garda
Ombudsman to investigate police misconduct. We
welcome the growing consensus that only an
Ombudsman can provide an effective complaints
mechanism, and that nothing less than an

Ombudsman can command full public confidence.

In line with the recommendations of the Irish
Human Rights Commission, Sinn Féin proposes that

a Garda Ombudsman must be:

* An open, merit-based appointment, selected
on the basis of published criteria

e Established separately from any body
charged with a Garda management function,
or with a mandate to review Garda efficiency
and effectiveness

* Adequately resourced and staffed full-time

* Granted the necessary legal powers and
resources to conduct independent investigations

* Allowed a scope of investigations that
includes the Special Detective Unit, unless
and until it is disbanded

* Authorised to question witnesses, compel
document disclosure, and access locations at
will

* Granted the same legal powers as Gardai to
arrest and hold criminal suspects related to
its own investigations

*  Empowered to determine breaches of the
Garda Disciplinary Code (misconduct)

*  Empowered to refer evidence of criminality
to the Department of Public Prosecutions

*  Empowered to resolve appropriate
complaints informally, with the

complainants’ consent

»
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*  Empowered to resolve complaints formally by
assigning penalties and remedies, including a
recommendation for disciplinary action,
dismissal, changes in policy or procedure, or
compensation to the complainant

*  Empowered to investigate systemic problems,
including policies and practices, and make
general recommendations to eliminate causes
of classes of complaints; where determined
necessary by the Ombudsman, this should
include matters of national security

* Empowered to conduct independent
investigations on matters of public interest on
his or her own volition, or on the request of
the Minister, without the need for a
complainant - and that this would be
compulsory in the case of certain violations
involving loss of life, excessive force, ill-
treatment in custody, discrimination, and
political interference

* Granted retrospective investigative powers

* Required to produce an Annual Report for
publication, including statistics, identified
trends or patterns, analyses and
recommendations

e Provided with a mechanism for effective
interaction, sharing of information, and
collaborative investigation that enables the
Garda Ombudsman and the Police
Ombudsman for the Six Counties to work

together

Any information that becomes available to the
Department of Public Prosecutions which indicates
Garda misconduct should be automatically referred

to the Garda Ombudsman.

Gardai under investigation should of course be

afforded the full protection of due process rights.
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Both parties should be afforded equal treatment
before the law, including full disclosure and access
to legal aid in cases where there is need and an

opinion of sufficient merit.

The Irish Human Rights Commission has argued
that this reform is not only necessary to respond
adequately to the criticism of the existing
complaints system and recommendations raised
repeatedly by the UN Human Rights Committee
and the European Committee for the Prevention
of Torture over ten years, but is also required to
conform with both European Court of Human
Rights jurisprudence on standards of
independence and impartiality in police conduct
investigation and the Good Friday Agreement

provisions on equivalent human rights protections
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between jurisdictions.

Government commitments to establish an
independent complaints procedure date back to
1973. This issue must be resolved and there can be

no further delay.

While we welcome the Government’s recognition
that the Garda Complaints Board has been totally
inadequate and the decision to replace it, the
Minister’s proposals for a dual-purpose
Inspectorate fall far short of the requirements.
Sinn Féin urges the Minister to reconsider and
revise his proposals in light of the emerging
consensus about the need for a separate, fully
independent Garda Ombudsman’s Office with a

sole investigative function.
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A Policing Board

Sinn Féin recommends the establishment on a
statutory basis of a fully independent civilian
Policing Board, created as a separate entity from
both the Garda Siochédna and the Garda
Ombudsman’s Office. The purpose of this Board
would be to hold the Gardai fully to account.

The Policing Board would act as the civilian body to
which the Garda Commissioner is accountable. As
such it would fulfil the other aspect of the remit of
the Minister’s proposed “Inspectorate” - providing
management oversight on issues of recruitment,
qualifications, training standards, equipment,
accommodation, organisation, methods, and best

practice.

Sinn Féin proposes that the Policing Board must be:

* Independent of Garda Management

* Representative: composed of 1/3 elected
representatives (of a cross-party nature), 1/3
representatives of statutory bodies, and 1/3
representatives from the community/voluntary
sector - each component group including at
least 50% women and taking the need for
other forms of social and economic
representativeness into account

* Selected by a transparent, merit-based
appointment process independent of the
Gardai, with the members and Chair to be
selected and appointed on the same basis as
the Ombudsman (elected representatives
disqualified from holding the Chair)

 Empowered to appoint senior Gardai on the
basis of a transparent process, to review their
performance, and to hold them accountable

* Required to meet monthly and in public with

the Garda Commissioner and to receive his
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reports on operational management

*  Empowered to request and receive all kinds
of information from the Garda
Commissioner (if it is in the public interest
that such information be kept confidential, it
may hold in-camera sessions to deal with
specific matters for this purpose)

e  Empowered to request a report from the
Garda Commissioner on any matter
pertaining to policing

*  Empowered to establish short-, medium- and
long-term strategic priorities and objectives
together with the Commissioner, as part of a
process of agreeing a Strategic Policing Plan
and Annual Policing Plan

*  Empowered to monitor performance as well
as budget management against the agreed
Strategic Plan, Annual Policing Plan, or any
other indicators

*  Empowered to make recommendations on
resource allocation or policy change to the
Minister, who must take due regard of such
recommendations

* Empowered to refer matters as appropriate
to the Garda Ombudsman or Comptroller
and Auditor General

*  Empowered to establish an independent
inquiry into any matter as it sees fit
(provisions for such inquiries should be so as
to emphasise the independence of the Board)

* Required to publish an Annual Report

We welcome the emerging consensus on the need
for independent civilian oversight in order to

establish police accountability.

However, the Minister’s proposals will not deliver
independent civilian oversight, and should be
revised to include provisions for an independent

civilian Policing Board.
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Community Policing
Partnerships

Sinn Féin recommends the establishment on a
statutory basis of Community Policing Partnerships
at District level throughout the State to increase
Garda transparency, to promote community trust and

cooperation, and to hold the Gardai fully to account.

The relationship of accountability between District
Superintendent and such Community Policing
Partnerships would be analogous with the relationship

between the Commissioner and Policing Board.

In this way, the Community Policing Partnership
would have a liaison role between the District
Commander and the local community, and thereby
become a mechanism for both community

accountability and cooperation.

Sinn Féin proposes that each local authority should

establish Community Policing Partnerships, one per

policing district, as committees of the council, on

the following basis:

e  CPP membership must be elected by the local
authority.

e The nomination process should be
transparent and based on published criteria.

* As with the Policing Board, the final
composition should be 1/3 elected
representatives (of a cross-party nature), 1/3
representatives from local statutory agencies,
and 1/3 from the local community and
voluntary sector - each component group
including at least 50% women - with a view to
increasing diversity and representation to
reflect as fully as possible the actual
composition of the communities in the district.

*  There should be monthly public meetings
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between the CPP and District
Superintendent, at which he or she should
present reports and answer questions.

* The CPP members in turn should have the
opportunity and responsibility to reflect
community concerns and priorities, and to
make recommendations.

* There should also be a mechanism for
members of the public to address questions to
the Superintendent at the public meetings,
through the CPP Chair.

e The Superintendent should be required to
take CPP views into account when
formulating or implementing policing plans

and strategies for the district.

The CPPs should be based on the following

principles:

e Equal partnership approach between police
and community

* Powers should not be unnecessarily limited

* Appointments to the CPP must be open to all
without discrimination

e The CPP should be obliged by law to meet in
public

e The CPP should provide a forum for public
consultation at district level on Annual
Policing Plans

e To improve transparency and public
confidence, the Gardai should make all
requested information available for public
scrutiny unless the CPP agrees that it is
clearly in the public interest (not just police
interest) to withhold such information

* There should also be a requirement on Garda
command to give after-the-fact explanations

for their actions

Each CPP should publish an Annual Report
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including recommendations, to which the Garda
Commissioner should be required to have due regard
in the operational management of the service. The
Minister should also be required to take notice of
CPP recommendations in the formulation of policy

over which he or she has responsibility.

While the Local Policing Fora that have been piloted
in some areas of Dublin are a welcome step, they do
not provide the right model for community

accountability as they are not based on equal
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partnership. Existing Policing Fora should be

converted into Community Policing Partnerships.

The Minister’s proposals on enhanced cooperation
between local authorities and the Gardai also represent
an improvement on the present situation, but do not
meet the same standards of transparency and
community accountability as the proposed Community
Policing Partnerships. Sinn Féin therefore urges the
Minister to reconsider and revise his proposals for

Local Policing Committees (at Head 23).
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Other Recommendations
for Reform

Sinn Féin recommends that the Minister consider

and adopt the following additional measures which

are necessary to comprehensive Garda reform, the

vindication of human rights and justice, and the re-

establishment of public confidence in the Gardai.

Additional Human Rights Protections

Mandatory videotaping at all Garda stations
of suspect and witness interviews should be
rolled out immediately (this issue has been

outstanding since at least 1979).

The right of access to a lawyer at Garda
stations must be brought into line with
international best practice (as the

Government has been ‘“considering” since
1993).

The Garda Ombudsman must initiate an

investigation into the longstanding allegations
that confidential client-solicitor meetings at

Garda stations were routinely taped.

The proposed compulsory human rights

training for Gardai must also include anti-
discrimination training, and training on
international standards; such training should
be developed in consultation with the Garda
Ombudsman, the Irish Human Rights
Commission and the Equality Authority.

Organisational Review and Operational Innovation

Garda reform legislation should be

accompanied by a comprehensive review of
resource deployment, equipment, training

and procedure (including the Disciplinary
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Code) to ensure effective best practice
policing and to complete a process of
modernisation; such a review should have a
public consultation component to increase

transparency and public confidence.

There must be a separate review of
recruitment and promotion practices with a
view to increasing representativeness of the

service and promoting gender equality.

The Policing Board, Commissioner, and
Minister should consider options for the
civilianisation of appropriate Garda

administrative posts.

Fully trained Gardai should be relieved of
some static duties and a dedicated traffic
corps under Garda supervision should also
be introduced. However the Government has
neither presented nor proven its case for a
Garda Reserve Force. Moreover, a reserve
force should never be considered a substitute
for meaningful local involvement in decision-
making and accountability. The enabling
provisions (Heads 32-33) should therefore be
struck from the Government’s proposals.
The more appropriate and effective
mechanism for community cooperation is the

Policing Partnerships proposed by Sinn Féin.

On general principle, policing services should
not be privatised or “outsourced’ to private
companies. It must be made explicit in law
that neither the Commissioner nor the
Minister has the authority to privatise

policing services.

The Minister should publicly reconfirm that
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Gardai will not, in the normal practice, be
equipped with firearms, as is the current

case.

The Minister must publish the report of the
Garda Review Group on alternatives to
firearms that includes recommendations on
the use of “less-than-lethal” weapons by the
Gardai.

Crime and complaint pattern analysis should
be introduced to provide an information-led,
problem-solving approach to policing that

addresses causes as well as consequences.

Crime statistics should be collected, analysed
and made publicly available at station and
district level, not just at regional or divisional

level.

Gardai should not be despatched on
international missions except as part of an
International United Nations Force (a force
established and led by the United Nations).
Gardai should not be sent on EU-led Police
Missions. An Garda Siochana should also be
explicitly barred from cooperating with other
state police forces that commit systematic
human rights abuses. This must be reflected
in revisions to the Minister’s draft provisions
(Head 8).

Righting Past Wrongs and Clearing the Slate

The Minister must publish the reports of
prior Garda Complaints Board and other

internal inquiries.
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The Special Detective Unit (Special Branch)
should be disbanded and its officers
redeployed only following completion of
intensive human rights upskilling. For
decades this “force within a force” has
dominated both the ethos and the
management structure of the Gardai. Using
the draconian Offences Against the State
Acts, it has violated civil rights and diverted
much policing time and resources away from
real service to the community. It should be
disbanded as part of an overall
reorganisation of Garda structures, taking
into account, in particular, the need to tackle

organised drug crime.

The performance of the Emergency Response
Unit to date should be reviewed by the Garda
Ombudsman, and any conclusions and

recommendations made public.

Immigration processing should be
decoupled from the Gardai, as immigration
and seeking asylum from persecution are
not crimes. The Garda National
Immigration Bureau should only deal with
associated security clearance procedures
and investigations of suspected violations of

the law.

A clear human rights-proofing mechanism
must be established under the Human Rights
Commission, to scrutinise all existing and
future legislation conferring powers on
Gardai and bring forward any

recommendations for change.
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Intreoir

T4 seirbhis dhlisteanach phdéilineachta de dhith ar
gach sochaf agus ta tacaiocht de dhith ar gach
seirbhis dhlisteanach phdilineachta 6 na pobail a
ndéanann siad freastal orthu. T4 sé prdinneach ar an
abhar sin go bhfuil trédhearcacht agus muinin

iomldn idir an tseirbhis phéilineachta agus na pobail.

Mhair an Garda Siochdna neamhleasaithe go mor 6
bunaiodh 80 bliain 6 shin é. Tharraing an tAire DI{
agus Cirt aird ar na moltaf a thug sé isteach le déanai
ar leasd na nGardaii 4 rd go “seasann siad don chéad
ollphiosa de leasu reachtach an Gharda Siochéna 6
bhund an Stdit.” Le haitheantas an Rialtais go bhfuil
leasu riachtanach, ta deis againn anois todhchai na
péilineachta a mhiinli do mhuintir na hEireann. T4

sé criticidil go ndéanann muid mar is ceart €.

Ba mhian le Sinn Féin bund sheirbhise péilineachta
uile-oileanda a fheiceail. Idir an da linn, ba mhaith
linn seirbhisi poilineachta Thuaidh agus Theas a
mheallfaidh tacaiocht leathan 6n 6stphobal mar
iomldn agus a bheidh mar chuid riachtanach de. Ba
mhaith linn péilineacht éifeachtach le freagracht
aitidil dhaonlathach a bheidh munlaithe mar
sheirbhis pobail lan den eiteos sin um chearta

daonna.

T4 muinin an phobail sa Gharda Siochdna ag laghdu
le déanai. T4 dha bhinse leanunach ar sitl faoi
lathair ag déanamh fiosrd ar gheardin
thromchuiseacha maidir le mi-iompar Gardai 1 nDun
na nGall agus le scaoileadh John Carthy. Ta
ceisteanna ollmhor le freagairt ag na Gardai freisin 1
dtaca lena stidradh san thiosrtd ar bhuaméla Bhaile
Atha Cliath-Mhuineachdin agus ar theagmhais eile
chlaonphdirteachais sa Stat seo agus dinmharui

Eddie Fullerton, Comhairleoir Sinn Féin, san
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aireamh. Ta tagairt déanta ag Combhairle na
hEireann um Shaoirse Shibhialta do “chultiir séanta
a lig do shaoirse 6 phionds leathadh” - agus ta
fianaise agus liomhainti ann leoga de mhi-iompar
Gardai agus Brainse Speisialta idir indibhididil agus
sistéamach a théann siar go dti na seachtéidi; pdirt
as-ditité choiridil i réimse coireanna tromchuiseacha
le hionsai gnéasach san direamh; cinneadh calaoise 1
dtaca le conartha Gardai; cinneadh gur thug na
Gardai fianaise bhréagach ar aird sa Chdirt. Ta
aireachtdil an phobail ar shaoirse 6 phionés do mhi-
iompar deimhnithe ag na teipeanna agus ateipeanna

de Bhord Gearan an Gharda Siochana.

Téa a fhios go maith ag na pobail de chuid an lucht
oibre nach bhfuil ag éirf leis na Gardai lena gcuid
pobal a dhéanamh sldan. Ta fearg ar chuid mhor
daoine sna pobail seo leis an teip chun freagairt go
héifeachtach ar ghéarchéimeanna aititila méadaithe

agus miroinnt d’acmhainni Gardai.

Gheall Comhaontd Aoine an Chéasta seirbhis nua
phdéilineachta do na Sé Chontae a bheadh
“neamhchlaon, ionadaioch, saor 6 riali pdirtineach
polaitiuil, éifeachtuil, insilte le cultir ceart daonna,
dilaraithe agus freagrach go daonlathach ar gach
leibhéal.”
do phdilineacht thodhchai le cruthi de phéilineacht

Baineann moltai an Choimisitin Patten

shaordnach phobalbhunaithe a bhfuil cearta daonna
mar chrof inti, a bheidh freagrach tri hinstititidi
daonlathacha agus ionadaioch don phobal ar a
ndéanfaidh si freastal. Creidimid go bhfuil a leithéid
seo de sheirbhise tuillte ag saordnaigh an stdit seo.
Mar a chreidimid i dtiomantas Chomhaontti Aoine
an Chéasta do chomhionannas dlinse i
gcomhionannas agus 1 gcosanta ceart daonna,
caithfidh leasu péilineachta “réiteach le chéile” agus
Moltai Patten a tisdid mar theimpléad chun

foschaighdedn a bhaint amach.
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Dhibh an tAire DIi agus Cirt Patten a bheith
neamhdbharthach mar eiseamldir cionn is gur
forbraiodh i chun déiledil le staid ar leith
choimhlinte. Ach nil sé sin dititheach. Aithnitear
Moltai Patten anois ar bhonn idirndisitinta a bheith

ag ionadu an tsarchleachtaidh.

Caithfidh pacdiste cuimsitheach ar leasti na nGardaii
tact leis na Gardai ina bhfords i dtreo seirbhise
sarchleachtaidh, seirbhis a leagfaidh an caighdean
amach go domhanda do phéilineacht éifeachtach,
éifeachtuil agus fhreagrach a bhfuil cearta daonna
mar chrof inti - seirbhis phéilineachta a bhfuil
leibhéal gan réamhshampla de mhuinin, thacaiocht
agus chomhoibrit pobail aici. Sin { ar bhfis. Sin {
an tseirbhis phéilineachta a ba mhian le Sinn Féin a

réalu do bhunadh an Stait seo.

De réir seo, molann Sinn Féin na heochairmhiosuir
chomhshnaidhmeacha seo a leanas le haghaidh

pacdiste leasaithe:

Polasai Shinn Féin ar leasti na nGardai (2004)

*  Buni d’Ombudsman Garda neamhspleach

*  Buni de Bhord Pdéilineachta Saoranach

*  Bunu de Phairtiochtai Péilineachta Pobail ar
leibhéal Duiche Garda

Cé go gcuirimid fdilte roimh an deis seo a ghlacadh
chun an moladh seo a dhéanambh, ta sé doghlactha ar
fad nach ndeachaigh an tAire i mbun préisis cheart
chombhairliichdéin ar dbhar a bhfuil suim mhoér

phoibli ann. Ni céir go gcaillfi an deis seo.

Molann Sinn Féin go reachtdlann an Roinn préiseas
ceart comhairliuchéin leis an phobal ar an cheist a
bheadh le feicedil sa phacdiste deiridh leasaithe.
Caithfidh an comhairliichédn poibli bheith
cuimsitheach agus uileghabhdlach le sraith théram
leis an phobal 4itidil ina mbeidh gripai pobail,
ionadaithe 6 hearndlacha imeallaithe de shochai na
hEireann agus leo sitid a bhfuil “teagmhail ard” acu
agus/ nd riachtanais speisialta acu ¢ thaobh seirbhisi

poéilineachta de.
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Eiteos um Chearta Daonna

Is féidir agus ba chéir go mbeidh pdirt dhearfach ag
poilineacht 1 gcosaint agus 1 gcur chun cinn ceart

daonna.

Ni amhdin go bhfuil oilidint cheart daonna agus uas-
sciledil thréimhsitil ag teastdil 6 phéilineacht ach ta
eiteos forleatach um chearta daonna ag teastail
freisin atd buntacaithe le cod ar leith iompair de réir
caighdedn idirnaisiunta agus ata frithchaiteach ar
thealstinacht cheart daonnabhunaithe de

phdilineacht.

Caithfidh an deis seo le haghaidh leasaithe Garda a
chinntit go bhfuil an tseirbhis thodhchai
phdéilineachta ag aonti go hiomlan le hionstraimi{
abharthacha idirndisitinta mar aon le treoirlinte
sarchleachtaidh agus cdid iompair de chuid na NA

agus an AE.

Cuirimid failte roimh na céimeanna a glacadh go dti
seo mar thus chun feasacht agus géilleadh cheart
daonna a fhairsingiu laistigh den Gharda agus bunu
de Thionscnamh Cheart Daonna an Gharda san
direamh mar aon leis an Dearbhu athbhreithnithe um
Chaighdedin Eiticitla agus Luachanna Gairmitla, an

t-iniichadh neamhspleédch ceart daonna a d’udaraigh
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an tAire agus gniomhaiocht an Aire chun oilitint
cheart daonna a ofrdil do na Gardai uile agus Gardai

seirbhiseacha san aireamh.

T4 Sinn Féin ag moladh gur céir go mbeadh an
tiomantas do chur chun cinn agus chosaint cheart
daonna léirithe sa reachtaiocht bheartaithe mar luach
larnach agus go dtabharfai aird chothrom d6 mar a
thugtar d’abhair eile mar “éifeachtuilacht agus

geilleagar”.

Ba chéir go ndéanfai athbhreithniu ar dhréacht-
reachtaiocht an Aire chun an eiteos seo um cheart
daonna a I€éirid, go hdirithe sna Ceannteidil ar
fheidhmeanna agus rialachdin an Gharda Siochdna
(3(3) agus 6(1)), ar fheidhmeanna an
Choimisinéara (10(3)) agus ar Fhianu Garda (15),
abhair uile ar chéir déibh tagairt a dhéanamh don
dualgas chun cearta daonna a chosaint agus a chur

chun cinn.

T4 cur le chéile na meicniochtai cearta geardn agus
freagrachta de chuid an Gharda bunisach i gcinntid
go bhfuil an cultir de shaoirse 6 phionds imithe as
an sochai ar fad agus cultir de ghéilleadh iomlén
ceart daonna curtha ina dit. Déanann moltai Shinn
Féin ar Ombudsman neamhspledch Garda freastal ar

an riachtanas seo (thios).
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Eiteos Seirbhise agus
Comhphairtiochta

Chuir an Coimisitun Patten béim cheart ar an dbhar
gurb € an pobal “caomhnéir deiridh” na seirbhis{
poilineachta. De réir seo, mhol Patten coincheap
rialaithe de “poilineacht LEIS an phobal” a bheadh
mar fheidhm larnach na seirbhise poéilineachta - ar
leibhéal gach stdisitin péilini agus gach ball

seirbhiseach.

Ta Sinn Féin ag moladh cur chuige
comhphairtiochta idir na péilini agus an pobal.
Ciallajonn sé seo go nglacann na pdéilini pairt sa
phobal agus go bhfreastalaionn siad ar riachtanais an
phobail sin agus go nglacann an pobal pdirt sa
phoilineacht agus go dtugann siad tacaiocht do na
poilini. Thig leo fadhbanna a réiteach le chéile ar

bhonn nios éifeachtai.

Té sé tugtha faoi deara go bhfuil an Garda Siochdna
ag bogadh go seasta ar shitl 6n choincheap até luaite
ina dteideal - “An Garda Siochdna” 6 na seachtéidi
agus 6n bhéim s’acu ar sheirbhis an phobail agus 1
dtreo iomarca béime ar shlanddil. Mar thoradh air
seo d’éirigh na pobail i gcuid mhaith ceantar scartha
6 na Gardai. Ar an drochuair t4 an cur chuige as
déta slandailbhunaithe seo 1éirithe fosta i moltai an
Aire. Té seirbhis pobail agus atreoshuiomh
comhphairtiochta de dhith ma ta muinin sa Gharda
le bheith athbhunaithe agus méadaithe. Ta an
acmhainneacht ag a leithéid seo de chur chuige a
chur go mér le comhoibriti méadaithe pobail agus le

héifeachtacht an Gharda da réir.

Polasai Shinn Féin ar leasti na nGardai (2004)

Ba choir go gcuideodh reachtaiocht leasaithe an
Gharda le foras poilineachta an 211 céid mar
sheirbhis in ionad “férsa” - seirbhis atd go hiomlan
freagrach agus stidrtha ag eiteos seirbhise agus

pdirtiochta pobail.

Ba choéir go ndéanfai athbhreithniu ar dhréacht-
reachtaiocht an Aire chun an eiteos seirbhise agus
pairtiochta seo a léirid go héirithe sna moltai ar
theidhmeanna agus ar dhéileadh an Gharda
(Ceannteideal 6 agus 7), feidhmeanna an
Choimisinéara (10), ceapachdin Choimisinéara,
Leas-Choimisinéiri agus Choimisinéiri Ciinta agus
Cheannfort (9, 13 agus 14), leagadh amach
tosaiochtai ag an Aire (18), Plean Straitéiseach
Péilineachta (19), Plean Bliantdil Péilineachta (20),
Solathar Faisnéise (28) agus ag fdil dearcadh an
phobail (24), faoi Chuid 2 ar Fheidhmiocht agus
Fhreagracht an Gharda Siochéna.

Déanann moltai an Aire iarracht mhoér chun an
caidreamh a shoiléirid idir an tAire agus
Coimisinéir na nGardai, idir an t-Oireachtas agus
Coimisinéir na nGardai agus idir na hudarais
aitidla agus an Garda aitiail. Cé gur ni failteach
agus riachtanach € seo, ta lub ar lar ag teastdil
chun an caidreamh agus an fhreagracht a
fhormhinid idir an Coimisinéir agus an pobal agus
idir an Cheannasaiocht Gharda agus an pobal a
ndéanann siad freastal orthu. Ta sé de run ag
moltai Shinn Féin chun Bord neamhspleach
saordnach Péilineachta agus Pairtiochtai
Poéilineachta Pobail (thios) a bhunt le freastal ar

an easnambh seo.
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Ombudsman Garda

Molann Sinn Féin bunid d’Ombudsman
neamhspledch Garda ar bhonn reachtuil chun mi-
iompar Garda a imscridd. Cuirimid failte roimh an
chomhdhearcadh méadaithe gurb € Ombudsman
amhdin ar féidir leis meicniocht éifeachtach gheardn
a chur ar fail agus gurb € an t-aon duine amhéin ar

féidir leis muinin iomldn phobail a athbhund.

De réir moltai Choimisiin na hEireann um Chearta
Daonna, molann Sinn Féin gur c6ir d’Ombudsman
Garda a bheith:

e Mar cheapachan oscailte fitintasbhunaithe,
roghnaithe ar bhonn an chritéir fhoilsithe

* Bunaithe neamhspleach 6 chomhlacht ar bith
a bhfuil feidhm Gharda acu né a bhfuil
sainordi acu chun éifeachtacht agus
éifeachtilacht Gharda a athbhreithnii

e Acmbhainnithe go maith agus foireann lan-
aimseartha solathraithe

e Bronnta leis na cumhachtai cui dlithiila agus
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acmhainni chun imscriduithe neamhspleacha

a dhéanamh.

* Ceadaithe le réimse imscriduithe a
chuireann Aonad na mBleachtairi Speisialta
san direamh ach amhain né go dti go mbeidh
sé scaipthe

« Udaraithe le finnéithe a cheistii, nochtadh
caipéise a ordud agus rochtain a fhail ar
laithreacha ar a thoil

* Bronnta leis na cumhachtai céanna dlithivla
leis na Gardai chun amhrasain a ghabhail
agus a choinneail i dtaca lena imscraduithe
féin

e Cumbhachtaithe le saraithe céd araionachta
an Gharda a shocrd (mi-iompar)

¢  Cumbhachtaithe le fianaise choiriulachta a
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chur faoi bhraid na Roinne um Ionchiiseamh
Poibli

Cumbhachtaithe le gearain cui a réiteach go
neamhfhoirmealta le toilii an ghearanaigh
Cumhachtaithe le gearain a réiteach go
foirmealta tri phiondis agus leighis a
shannadh a chuirfidh san direamh moladh le
haghaidh gnimh araionachta, dibhe,
athruithe i bpolasai né i ngnathamh né le
haghaidh caitimh don ghearanach
Cumhachtaithe le himscridia a dhéanamh ar
fhadhbanna sistéamacha mar aon le
polasaithe agus gnathaimh agus moltai
ginearalta a dhéanamh do chiiseanna cinéal
na ngearan; nuair ata socraithe ag an
Ombudsman, ba chéir go gcuirfeadh seo
cursai slandala naisitinta san direamh
Cumhachtaithe le himscriduithe
neamhspleiacha a dhéanamh ar chirsai a
bhfuil suim an phobail iontu, da d(h)eoin féin
no ar iarratas an Aire, gan ghearanaigh a
bheith ann - agus go mbeadh seo riachtanach
i gcasanna ar leith de choilleadh ina bhfuil
cailleadh beatha, forneart iomarcach, ainide i
gcoiméad, idirdheala agus cur isteach
polaitiochta

Bronnta le cumhachtai siarghabhalacha
imscrudaithe

In ann Tuairisc Bhliantiil a chur le chéile le
haghaidh foilsitichain ina mbeidh staitistici,
nésanna agus patriin aitheanta, anailisi agus
moltai

Solathraithe le meicniocht d’idirghniomhu
éifeachtach, roinnt faisnéise agus imscradua
comhoibritheach a ligeann don Ombudsman
Garda agus don Ombudsman Pdéilini do na sé

chontae oibriu le chéile

Caithfidh eolas ar bith a thagann ar fail don Roinn
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um Jonchuiteamh Poibl{ a léirionn mi-iompar Garda
a bheith curtha faoi bhrdid an Ombudsman Garda go
huathoibrioch.

Ba chéir, ar ndéigh, go dtabharfai cosaint iomldn de
chearta dleachtacha proisis do Ghardai atd faoi
imscradu. Ba chéir go dtabharfai céiredil chothrom
don da phdirti os comhair an dli chomh maith le
nochtadh iomldn agus rochtain ar chiinamh dli i

gcdsanna ina bhfuil sé de dhith agus tuillte go maith.

Rinne Coimisitin na hEireann um Chearta Daonna
an argoint go bhfuil an leasu seo riachtanach chun
freagairt go sasuil ar chaineadh an chérais reatha
gheardn agus ar na moltai a ndéantar go rialta ag
Coimisitin na NA um Chearta Daonna agus ag an
Choiste Eorpach um Chosc ar Chéasadh le deich
mbliana anuas, ach caithfidh sé bheith de réir dli-
eolajocht na Cuirte Eorpaigh um Chearta Daonna

ar chaighdedin neamhspleéchais agus

Polasai Shinn Féin ar leasti na nGardai (2004)

neamhchlaontachta in imscriddud mi-iompair
phdilini agus de réir solathair Chomhaonti Aoine
an Chéasta ar chomhchosanta cheart daonna idir

dlinsi.

Téann tiomantais an Rialtais chun gnathamh
neamhspledch gearan a bhunu siar go 1973. Ba

chéir an cheist seo a réiteach gan mhoill.

Cé go gcuirimid féilte roimh aitheantas an Rialtais
go bhfuil Bord Geardn an Gharda go hiomlan
easnamhach agus nil an cinneadh chun bord eile a
chur ina 4it, mar Fhoireann Chigireachta
déchuspdireach a mhol an tAire, incurtha leis na
riachtanais. larrann Sinn Féin ar an Aire a mholtaf a
athbhreithnid agus a athmheas mar gheall ar an
chomhdhearcadh atd ag teacht chun cinn i dtaca leis
an riachtanas d’Oifig aonair neamhspleach
Ombudsman Garda ag a bhfuil feidhm aonair

imscrudaithe.
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Bord Pdilineachta

Molann Sinn Féin bund de Bhord neamhspledch
saordnach Péilineachta ar bhonn reachtuil a bheidh
cruthaithe mar aonén ar leith 6n Gharda Siochdna agus
6 Oifig an Ombudsman Garda. Is é a bheidh mar
aidhm ag an Bhord seo na go mbeadh an Garda go

hiomlan freagrach.

Bheadh an Bord Poilineachta ag feidhmit mar
chombhlacht saordnach as a mbeadh Coimisinéir na
nGardai freagrach. Chomhlionfadh sé gné eile de
shainchiiram molta an Aire de “Fhoireann
Chigireachta” - agus chuirfeadh sé maoirseacht
bhainistiochta ar féil ar dbhair mar earcaiocht,
chéiliochtai, chaighdedin oilitina, threalamh, 16istin,
eagrd, mhodhanna agus mar shirchleachtadh.

Molann Sinn Féin gur céir don Bhord Poilineachta a

bheith:

¢ Neamhspleach 6 Bhainistia Garda

¢ Jonadaioch: ina mbeidh 1/3 ionadai tofa (de
bhuniis trasphairti), 1/3 ionadai 6 chomhlachtai
stait, agus 1/3 ionadai 6n earnail
phobail/dheonach - beidh 50% de mhna ar a
laghad i ngach gripa comhphairteach agus
cuirfear san direamh an riachtanas le haghaidh
foirmeacha eile d’ionadaithe soisialta agus
geilleagracha

* Roghnaithe ag proéiseas ceapachan ata
trédhearcach, fiintasbhunaithe agus
neamhspleach 6n Gharda agus le baill agus
Cathaoirleach le bheith tofa ar an bhonn
céanna leis an Ombudsman (ni thig le
hionadaithe tofa tabhairt faoin Chathaoirleach)

e Cumhachtaithe le Gardai sinsearacha a
cheapadh ar bhonn proéisis thrédhearcai, a
bhfeidhmiocht a athbhreithnia agus freagracht
a thagail fathu

e In ann bualadh le Coimisinéir na nGardai go
poibli ar bhonn miosiil chun a thuairisci a fhail
ar bhainistiocht oibriochtuil

¢ Cumbhachtaithe le gach sort eolais a fhail agus a
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iarraidh 6 Choimisinéir na nGardai (ma ta sé
do leas an phobail go gcoinnitear a leithéid seo
d’eolas faoi rin, reachtalfar seisitin in-
cheamara chun déiledil le cirsai ar leith don
chuspdéir seo

e Cumbhachtaithe le tuairisc a iarraidh 6
Choimisinéir na nGardai ar abhar ar bith a
bhaineann le péilineacht

e Cumbhachtaithe le cuspéiri agus tosaiochtai
straitéiseacha gearr, mean agus fadtéarmacha a
bhunii in éineacht leis an Choimisinéir mar
chuid de phroéiseas a aontéidh Plean
Straitéiseach Péilineachta agus Plean Bliantiil
Poéilineachta

e Cumbhachtaithe le monatéireacht a dhéanamh ar
fheidhmiocht chomh maith le bainistia buiséid i
gcomhair an Phleain Straitéisi aontaithe, an
Phleain Bhliantiil Phéilineachta agus tascaire
ar bith eile

* Cumbhachtaithe le moltai a dhéanamh ar
leithdhdileadh acmhainni né ar athri polasai
don Aire, ar cheart dé aird cheart a thabhairt
ar a leithéid seo de mholtai

¢ Cumbhachtaithe le cirsai a chur faoi bhraid an
Ombudsman Garda né an Ard-Reachtaire
Cuntas agus Ciste nuair is cui

* Cumbhachtaithe le fiosri neamhspleach a chur ar
bun i dtaca le habhar ar bith a cheapann sé a
bheith oiriinach (cuirfidh an solathar da
leithéid seo d’fhiosrd béim ar neamhspleachas
an Bhoird)

e In ann Tuairisc Bhliantiil a fhoilsia

Cuirimid féilte roimh an chomhdhearcadh ata ag teacht
chun cinn maidir leis an riachtanas do mhaoirseacht
neamhspledch shaordnach chun freagracht phoilini a

bhunu.

Ni dhéanfaidh moltai an Aire maoirseacht
neamhspledch shaordnach a sheachadadh édfach, agus
ba choir iad a athbhreithnid chun solathar do Bhord

neamhspledch saordnach Péilineachta a chuimsid.



“Policing for the People”

Pairtiochtai
Pdilineachta Pobail

Molann Sinn Féin bund de Phdirtiochtai Péilineachta
Pobail ar bhonn reachtuil ar leibhéal Diiche ar fud
fad an Stait chun trédhearcacht Gharda a mhéadu,
comhoibritd agus muinin an phobail a chur chun cinn

agus freagracht iomlan a fhagdil faoin Gharda.

Bheadh caidreamh na freagrachta idir an Ceannfort
Duiche agus na Pdirtiochtai Péilineachta Pobail ar
aon dul leis an chaidreamh idir an Coimisinéir agus

an Bord Poilineachta.

Ar an doéigh seo, bheadh rdl idirchaidrimh ag an
Phairtiocht Phéilineachta Pobail idir an Ceannasai
Duiche agus an pobal aitiuil agus bheadh si ina
meicniocht d’threagracht agus chomhoibrid pobail

d4 réir.

Molann Sinn Féin go mbundédh gach ddards ditidil
Pairtiochtai Poéilineachta Pobail, pairtiocht amhéin
an duiche phdilineachta, mar choisti na comhairle ar
an bhunds seo a leanas:

* Ba chéir go mbeadh ballraiocht na PPP tofa
ag an udaras aitiuil.

e Ba chéir go mbeadh an proéiseas
ainmnidchain trédhearcach agus bunaithe ar
chritéir foilsithe.

e Mar ata leis an Bhord Pdéilineachta, beidh an
socru deiridh mar seo a leanas: 1/3 ionadai
tofa (de bhunis trasphairti), 1/3 ionadai 6
chomhlachtai aitiila stait agus 1/3 6n earnail
aitidil phobail agus dheonach - beidh 50% de
mhna i ngach gripa comhphairteach - de
gheall ar éagsiilacht agus ionadaiocht a
mhéadi chun fiorchumadh phobal na didiche
a léirit chomh cruinn agus is féidir.

e Ba chéir go mbeadh cruinnithe miosila poibli
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idir an PPP agus an Ceannfort Duiche ina
dtabharfadh sé/si tuairisci agus freagrai ar
cheisteanna.

* Ba chéir go mbeadh an deis ag baill na PPP
tosaiochtai agus buairimh an phobail a léirit
agus moltai a dhéanamh da réir.

* Ba chéir go mbeadh meicniocht ann le go
mbeadh baill an phobail abalta ceisteanna a
chur ar an Cheannfort tri Chathaoirleach na
PPP le linn na gcruinnithe poibli.

e Ba choéir go gcuirfeadh an Ceannfort
dearcaidh na PPP san direamh agus é ag
ceapadh né ag cur i bhfeidhm straitéisi agus

pleananna péilineachta don diiche.

Ba chéir go mbeadh na PPP bunaithe ar na

prionsabail seo a leanas:

*  Cur chuige comhphairtiochta idir na péilini
agus an pobal

* Ni chéir go mbeadh cumhachtai teoranta go
neamhriachtanach

* Ba chéir go mbeadh ceapachain chuig an
PPP oscailte do chach gan idirdheald

* Ba chéir go mbeadh sé de dhualgas dlithitil
ag an PPP cruinniu go poibli

e Ba chéir go gcuirfeadh an PPP foram ar fail
le haghaidh comhairliichain phoibli ar
Phleananna Bliantdla Péilineachta ar leibhéal
diiche

* Le trédhearcacht agus muinin an phobail a
ardd, ba chéir go gcuirfeadh na Gardai gach
eolas a n-iarrfai ar fail le haghaidh
mionscridaithe poibli ach amhdin ma
aontaionn an PPP go bhfuil sé do leas an
phobail (agus ni amhain do leas na bpéilini)
go gcoinneodh an t-eolas seo siar

e Ba chéir go mbeadh ar an Gharda miniu i
ndiaidh an ghnimh a thabhairt ar a

ngniomhartha
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Ba chéir go ndéanfadh gach PPP Tuairisc
Bhliantuil a fhoilsiu a chuirfeadh moltai san
aireamh a dtabharfadh Coimisinéir na nGardai
aird cheart orthu i mbainistiocht oibriochtuil na
seirbhise. Ba chéir go dtabharfadh an tAire aird
ar mholtai na PPP ar cheapadh polasai a mbeadh

freagracht air as.

Cé gur céim fhilteach iad na Féraim Aitidla
Phéilineachta a cuireadh ar bun go piolétach i
gceantair Bhaile Atha Cliath, nf sholathraionn siad

an eiseamlair cheart d’fhreagracht phobail cionn is
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nach bhfuil siad bunaithe ar chomhphairtiocht. Ba
choir go ndéanfai Pdirtiochtai Péilineachta Pobail de

na Féraim reatha Phoilineachta.

Léirionn moltai an Aire ar chomhoibrid méadaithe
idir na hudardis aititla agus an Garda feabhsu 1
gcursaf reatha ach ni dhéanann siad freastal ar na
caighdedin céanna trédhearcachta agus freagrachta
pobail mar a dhéanann na Pdirtiochtai Péilineachta
Pobail molta. Iarrann Sinn Féin mar sin de ar an
Aire a chuid moltai do Choisti Aititla Péilineachta a

athbhreithniu agus a leasu (ag Ceannteideal 23).
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Moltai eile le
haghaidh Leasaithe

Molann Sinn Féin go ndéanann an tAire machnamh

agus cothu ar na miosuir bhreise seo a leanas atd

riachtanach do leasu cuimsitheach Garda, do

chosaint cheart daonna agus chirt agus d’athbhunt

muinin an phobail as an Gharda.

Cosanta Breise Ceart Daonna

Ba choéir go gcuirfi stad laithreach le
fistéipthaifeadadh sainordaitheach i ngach
stdisitin Garda d’agallaimh amhrasan agus
finné (ta an cheist seo le réiteach 6 1979 ar a
laghad).

Ba chéir go mbeadh an ceart rochtana ar
dhliodoéir i staisigin Gharda de réir
sarchleachtaidh idirnaisiiinta (mar ata an
Rialtas a “mhachnamh” 6 1993).

Ba choéir go gcuirfeadh an Ombudsman Garda
tis le himscrida ar na liomhainti
seanbhunaithe go ndearnadh téipthaifeadadh ar
chruinnithe rinda idir an cliant agus an

dliodéir sna staisidin Gharda de ghnath.

Ba chéir go gcuimseodh an oilitint mholta um
chearta daonna don Gharda oilidint fhrith-
idirdhealaithe freisin agus oiliiint ar
chaighdedin idirndisitinta; ba chéir a leithéid
seo d’oilidint a fhorbairt i gcomhairle leis an
Ombudsman, le Coimisitin na hEireann um
Chearta Daonna agus leis an Udaras

Combhionannais.

Athbhreithnid Eagrichdin agus Nudlaiocht
Oibriochtuil

Ba chéir go gcuimseodh reachtaiocht leasaithe
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athbhreithniu cuimsitheach d’isaid acmhainni,
trealamh, oilidint agus gnathamh (mar aon leis
an Chéd Araionachta) chun péilineacht
sharchleachtaidh a chinntit agus chun proéiseas
nuachéiridchdin a chur i gerich; bheadh gné de
chomhairliichan poibli ag a leithéid seo
d’athbhreithnia chun tréadhearcacht agus

muinin an phobail a mhéadu.

Ba chéir go mbeadh athbhreithniti aonair ar
chleachtaidh earcaiochta agus ardid céime de
gheall ar ionadaiocht na seirbhise a mhéadu

agus comhionannas inscne a chur chun cinn.

Ba choéir go ndéanfadh an Bord Pdéilineachta, an
tAire agus an Coimisinéir machnamh ar
roghanna do shibhialtacht na bpost cui

riarachain Gharda.

Ba chéir go dtogfai roinnt dualgas statach de
Ghardai ata lan-oilitina agus go dtabharfai
isteach cor trachta ar leith faoi mhaoirseacht an
Gharda. Nior chruthaigh na nior chuir an
Rialtas cas i lathair le haghaidh Férsa Ciltaca
Garda. Ina theannta sin, ni chéir go ndéanfai
machnamh ar fhérsa ciltaca mar mhalarti ar
bhaint fhitntach &itidil i gcinnteoireacht agus i
bhfreagracht. Ba chéir go mbainfi an solathair
cumastchain (Ceannteideal 32-33) de mholtai
an Rialtais. Is iad na Pairtiochtai Péilineachta
Pobail ata molta ag Sinn Féin an mheicniocht is
oiriinai agus is éifeachtai le haghaidh

comhoibrithe pobail.

Ar phrionsabal ginearalta, ni chéir go ndéanfai
foinsit allamuigh na priobhaidia ar sheirbhisi
péilineachta chuig comhlachtai priobhaideacha.
Ba choir go mbeadh sé soiléir de réir an dli

nach bhfuil an t-idaras ag an Choimisinéir na
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ag an Aire seirbhisi péilineachta a

phriobhaidiu.

Ba chéir go n-athdhearbhédh an tAire go poibli
nach mbeidh na Gardai, i ngnathchleachtadh,

trealmhaithe le hairm tine mar ata faoi lathair.

Ba choéir go bhfoilseodh an tAire tuairisc an
Ghripa Athbhreithnithe Garda ar roghanna
eile ar airm tine a chuireann san direamh dsaid

arm ata “nios li na marfach” ag na gardai.

Ba choéir go dtabharfai isteach anailis phatriin
choireachta agus ghearan chun cur chuige
faisnéis-threortha agus fadhb-réiteach i dtaca le
péilineacht a ndéanfadh freastal ar chiiseanna

chomh maith le hiarmhairti.

Ba choéir go ndéanfai staitistici coireachta a
bhailid, a anailisiti agus a chur ar fail ar
leibhéal staisitin agus diiche, ni ar leibhéal

réigitinach na roinne amhain.

Ni chéir go gcuirfeadh Gardai chun bealaigh 6
mhisin idirnaisiinta ach amhain mar chuid
d’Fhorsa Idirnaisiinta na Naisitiin Aontaithe
(forsa a bunaiodh ag na Naisidin Aontaithe ata
faoi cheannas air). Ni chéir go gcuirfi na
Gardai ar mhisin phéilineachta na Naisitin
Aontaithe. Ba chéir go gcuirfi urchosc follasach
ar an Gharda Siochana i dtaca le comhoibrit le
forsai eile péilineachta stait a bhaineann mi-
usaid shistéamach as cearta daonna. Ba choéir
seo a léirit san athbhreithniu ar dhréacht-

sholathar an Aire (Ceannteideal 8).

Ag Ceartii Eaggiri a bhi agus Ag Tost as an Nua

Ba chéir go bhfoilseodh an tAire na tuairisci

0 iar-fhiosruchain de chuid Bord Gearan an
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Gharda agus 6 fhiosrichain eile

inmheanacha.

Ba chéir go scaipfi Aonad na mBleachtairi
Speisialta (An Brainse Speisialta) agus nach
mbainfi dsaid as na n-oifigigh go dti go
gcomhlionann siad dian-uas-scileiil ar chearta
daonna. Ta an “férsa seo laistigh d’fhérsa” i
gceannas ar eiteos agus struchtar bainistiochta
an Gharda le blianta anuas. Ag baint dsaid as
Acht Draganta um Chionta i gcoinne an Stait,
sharaigh sé cearta sibhialta agus d’atreoraigh
sé am agus acmhainni péilineachta 6 sheirbhis
cheart don phobal. Ba chéir go scaipfi é mar
chuid d’atheagru ginearalta struchtdar an
Gharda agus aird ar leith a thabhairt do dhul

i ngleic le coireanna drugai.

Ba chéir go ndéanfadh an Ombudsman
Garda athbhreithnit ar fheidhmiocht an
Aonaid Phrainnfhreagartha go dti seo agus
go gcuirfi concliid agus moltai ar fail go

poibli.

Ba chéir go ndéanfai proiseail inimirce a dhi-
chiiplail 6n Gharda cionn is nach coireanna
iad inimirce na tearmann 6 ghéarleaniiint a
lorg. Ba chéir go ndéilealfadh Bitro
Naisitinta Inimirce an Gharda Siochana le
gnathaimh bainteacha um réiteach slandala
agus le himscraduithe ar sharaithe an dli

amhain.

Ba chéir go mbunédfai meicniocht shoiléir de
phrofi ceart daonna faoin Choimisitin um
Chearta Daonna chun reachtaiocht thodhchai
a bhronnann cumhachtai ar Ghardai a
mhionscridi agus moltai le haghaidh

athruithe a thabhairt chun cinn.
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Sinn Féin is organised into local cumainn, or branches, throughout Ireland.
To find out about your local cumann, contact:

Sinn Féin,
53 Falls Road,
Belfast.
Tel: 02890 223000 - Fax: 02890 223001

ar:

Sinn Féin,
44 Parnell Square,
Dublin 1.
Tel: (+353-1) 8726100 / (+353-1) 8726839 - Fax (+353-1) 8733074
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