
Increase the number of hospItal 
beds by 500 - cost €153 million

Rationale:
There were 862 less hospital beds in 2015 than in 2008. 
This is not just a bed problem; there are insufficient 
staff in the acute hospital system, insufficient exit 
packages and insufficient nursing home beds or home 
care options. The HSE have advised Sinn Féin, through 
parliamentary question, that the annual running cost 
for one bed is €306k, which is inclusive of staffing, 
theatres, laboratories, non-clinical staffing and other 
running costs. It is a fully absorbed cost.

sInn féIn proposals for 
addressIng overcrowdIng 
In emergency departments

employ 600 addItIonal front 
lIne staff IncludIng speech and 
language therapIsts, occupatIonal 
therapIsts, physIos and 
psychologIsts - cost €30.4 million
Rationale:

The persistent under-resourcing of primary and 
community care means people end up in hospital when 
they should and could be cared for in the community.

establIsh an emergency 
department taskforce on a 
permanent basIs
Rationale:

There needs to be a constant monitoring, assessment 
and overview of the Emergency Department situation 
nationwide, with a view to ensuring dissemination of 
adequate funding and resources where it is needed. But 
the taskforce must also be given the power to ensure 
that their recommendations are implemented.

ensure regIstered nurse/doctor-
to patIent ratIos and suffIcIent 
beds In the acute hospItal 
sector to deal wIth demand and 
demographIc of the local area
Rationale:

Nurses are now beyond breaking point as a result of 
the unsafe working environment they face every day 
and yet rather than invest in making our health service 
the kind of place they want to work in the Government 
continue to spend excessive amounts on agency staff. 
Between January and June 2016 alone (26 weeks), over 
€101 million was spent on 2440 whole time equivalent 
agency staff.

Increase home help hours by 10% 
and Increase home care packages 
by 10% - cost €32.4 million
Rationale:

Research on overcrowding in emergency departments 
consistently shows a direct, negative, correlation 
between ED waiting and length of inpatient stay and, 
crucially, with overall outcome. By supporting people in 
their homes, through the provision of home help hours 
and community supports, you are reducing the threats 
to patient safety and need for hospitalisation when care 
is provided where it is needed first.

www.sinnfein.ie/health


