Message from Mary Lou McDonald TD
Dublin is our capital city and its future prosperity is vital not only for its citizens but for the whole of Ireland. It is a
city and a county with a very proud history and the potential for a great future.
But our potential cannot be met and the lives of our citizens cannot be improved if austerity still rules our economy
and if cronyism and conservatism still rule our politics.
Communities across Dublin have borne the brunt of the regressive and grossly unfair austerity measures. Politics
in the city and county have been dominated by the austerity parties - Fine Gael and Labour, and before them by
Fianna Fáil. But the times are changing. Sinn Féin is the party to deliver that change in Dublin and nationally.
Sinn Féin is ambitious for Dublin and its people. We believe Dublin can be one of the best cities in the world to
live and work in, to be educated, to visit and to enjoy. It can have thriving communities and businesses, quality
affordable housing, safe clean streets and efficient and equitable public services. Why not?
On May 23rd, the citizens of Dublin, along with the rest of the State, will be given the opportunity to vote in local
council and European Parliament elections.
Sinn Féin is fielding 39 local government candidates in Dublin, in every electoral area. Lynn Boylan is our EU
candidate for Dublin.
We are asking Dubliners to give us your vote. You have been let down time and again by the establishment parties
who promise much, but deliver little. As this manifesto shows, when you give Sinn Féin a mandate, we deliver on
your behalf. We want your vote to bring about change, not ride on the politician’s gravy train.
We have presented the Government with our alternatives on how local government can be run. Local government is
local people and it needs the democratic tools to deliver for our communities.
We do not believe people should pay twice for local government. The property tax
must be abolished and we oppose the introduction of water charges.
This can be an historic election. Dubliners can be to the fore in electing new
leaders, with new ideas to shape the future for the better.
Together, we can stand up for Dublin.

Mary Lou McDonald TD

Teachtaireacht ó Mary Lou McDonald TD
Is é Baile Átha Cliath ár bpríomhchathair agus tá a rathúnas amach anseo ríthábhachtach ní amháin do shaoránaigh
na cathrach, ach tá sé ríthábhachtach do mhuintir na hÉireann ar fad freisin. Cathair agus contae ag a bhfuil stair anbhródúil agus ag a bhfuil an-acmhainn éachtaí móra a bhaint amach sa todhchaí is ea é.
Ní bheifear in ann an acmhainn sin a chomhlíonadh agus ní bheifear in ann saol ár saoránach a fheabhsú má
leanann beartais déine le bheith i réim inár ngeilleagar agus má leanann an pholaitíocht le bheith faoi réir cairdeas
fabhair agus coimeádachais.
Ba ar phobail ar fud Bhaile Átha Cliath a thit an chuid is troime de na bearta déine aischéimnitheacha an-éagóir. Tá,
agus bhí, an pholaitíocht sa chathair agus sa chontae ar teaghrán ag na páirtithe déine – Fine Gael agus Páirtí an
Lucht Oibre san am i láthair, agus Fianna Fáil roimhe sin. Tá sé sin ag athrú, áfach. Is é Sinn Féin an páirtí a bhainfidh
an t-athrú sin amach i mBaile Átha Cliath agus sa tír ar fad.
Tá aidhmeanna uaillmhianacha ag Sinn Féin do Bhaile Átha Cliath agus do mhuintir na cathrach. Creidim gur féidir
le Baile Átha Cliath bheith ar cheann de na cathracha is fearr ar domhan chun cónaí agus obair inti, chun oideachas
a fháil inti, chun cuairt a thabhairt uirthi agus chun taitneamh a bhaint aisti. Is féidir le Baile Átha Cliath pobail agus
gnólachtaí rathúla, tithíocht inacmhainne ar ardchaighdeán, sráideanna glana sábháilte agus seirbhísí poiblí atá
éifeachtúil agus cothrom a bheith aige. Cad chuige nach bhféadfadh sé na nithe sin a bheith aige?
Tabharfar deis do shaoránaigh Bhaile Átha Cliath, in éineacht leis an gcuid eile den Stát, vóta a chaitheamh i
dtoghcháin do chomhairlí áitiúla agus do Pharlaimint na hEorpa an 23 Bealtaine.
Tá 39 iarrthóir san iomlán á gcur chun cinn ag Sinn Féin i mBaile Átha Cliath sna limistéir thoghcháin uile. Is í Lynn
Boylan ár n-iarrthóir do Bhaile Átha Cliath do thoghcháin an AE.
Táimid ag iarraidh ar Bhaile Átha Cliathaigh bhur vóta a thabhairt dúinn. Agus iad ag gealladh gréine agus gealaí
duit agus ag déanamh rud ar bith, lig páirtithe na bunaíochta sibh síos arís agus arís eile. Mar a léirítear san fhorógra
seo, nuair a thugann sibh údarás do Shinn Féin, gnóthóimid nithe ar bhur son. Is é an aidhm atá againn bhur vóta a
fháil chun gur féidir linn athrú a thabhairt isteach, ní chun taisteal ar shruth meala na bpolaiteoirí.
Thugamar roghanna eile don Rialtas maidir leis an dóigh ar féidir an rialtas áitiúil a reáchtáil.
Is ionann an rialtas áitiúil agus an mhuintir áitiúil. Mar sin, is é a theastaíonn uainn na
huirlisí daonlathacha is gá chun gur féidir linn nithe a bhaint amach dár bpobail.
Ní chreidimid gur cheart do dhaoine íoc faoi dhó as an rialtas áitiúil. Ní mór
deireadh a chur leis an gcáin mhaoine agus cuirimid i gcoinne muirir uisce a
thabhairt isteach.
Is féidir leis seo a bheith ina thoghchán stairiúil. Is féidir le Baile Átha Cliathaigh
bheith ar thús cadhnaíochta ceannairí nua a thoghadh, ceannairí ag a bhfuil
smaointe nua maidir lena bhfuil i ndán dúinn a mhúnlú chun feabhais.
Le chéile, is féidir linn seasamh suas do Bhaile Átha Cliath.

Mary Lou McDonald TD

Sinn Féin priorities
2014-2019
»»

Invest in social housing - initiate a social housing
building stimulus package to build over 12,000 social
houses Statewide and renovate and buy NAMA houses
with an additional €1 billion stimulus spend to the
Government’s planned capital spend over 18 months.
No rent increases for tenants of substandard housing
awaiting regeneration.

»»

Oppose the introduction of water charges and make
local authorities the regulator for waste collection
services.

»»

Abolish the property tax in Government and reduce it
on local authorities by the maximum amount of 15%
in the short term.

»»

Support job creation - tackle unfair rates by
introducing progressive rates for commercial
businesses, support legislation to abolish upward
only rents and address the lack of parking in the Dún
Laoghaire/Rathdown Council area.

»»

»»

Revive the 1916 Quarter - Ensure Moore Street,Henry
Street/GPO, O’Connell Street and Parnell Street are
designated as an Historic 1916 Quarter and play a full
part in the 1916 celebrations and commemorations.
Support Bus Átha Cliath - Oppose plans to privatise
Dublin Bus. Privatisation leads to higher fares,
worse conditions for workers and less access for
passengers.

»»

Dublin Fire Brigade - Supports the retention of the
Dublin Fire Brigade ambulance service and seeks the
removal of the call out charge.

»»

Campaign for safer communities - Campaign for a
standardised council approach to antisocial behaviour
and a coherent strategy to maximise Garda visibility in
our communities.

»»

Tackle the growing drugs crisis - provision
of adequate funding for community based drug
rehabilitation projects and reverse cuts to Youth
Services.

»»

Mental health – invest more money and resources in
suicide awareness and prevention.

»»

A referendum on a Mayor for Dublin - Reform of local
government including the direct election of a Mayor
for the Dublin Region.

»»

Establish local public account committees –
Oversight, accountability and responsibility are the
cornerstones of good local government. We want
to see local public account committees established
to allow councillors to scrutinise public bodies and
agencies providing services to the Dublin public.

Part 1. Sinn Féin’s record
Sinn Féin has five councillors on Dublin City Council – Larry
O’Toole, Críona Ní Dhálaigh, Anthony Connaghan, Mícheál
Mac Donncha and Séamas McGrattan and three councillors
on South Dublin County Council – Cathal King, Máire Devine
and Eoin Ó Broin. In this election, we hope to add to their
number, and elect councillors to Fingal County Council and
Dun Laoghaire/Rathdown County Council. In office, we are
effective at delivering for Dublin citizens.
In the two councils in which we hold seats, Sinn Féin has
delivered at every opportunity. On Dublin City Council, we
have
»» challenged the Fine Gael/Labour domination
of the Council, which has collaborated with the
Government’s austerity policies;
»»

worked constructively on committees on key issues
such as the Housing Crisis and the battle to save
historic Moore Street;

»»

battled for better services and facilities for local
communities, opposed privatisation and held
privatised waste collection companies to account;

»»

opposed the Poolbeg Incinerator;

»»

put forward proposals for more democratic and
properly funded local government.

In South Dublin County Council, Cathal King became Sinn
Féin’s first Mayor of a Dublin Council and over the last five
years Sinn Féín prioritised the issues of job creation, housing
and protecting those on low incomes. As part of an alliance on
the Council, Sinn Féin councillors:
»»

Reduced business rates by over 5% in an effort to take
some pressure of local businesses and protect local
employment.

»»

Pledged their annual €4,700 expenses towards the
delivery of a homeless facility opened in 2013 by then
Mayor Cathal King.

»»

Allocated €1million towards the replacement of
windows and doors in social housing units each year
since 2009.

»»

Made sure that Council tenant rents have not
increased one cent over the last five years despite
efforts by others to raise them.

On all the Dublin councils to which we’re elected, Sinn Féin
helped to ensure the Local Property Tax was not passed onto
council tenants.

Cuid 1. Cuntas Shinn Féin
Tá cúigear comhairleoirí ó Shinn Féin ar Chomhairle Cathrach
Bhaile Átha Cliath – Larry O’Toole, Críona Ní Dhálaigh, Anthony
Connaghan, Mícheál Mac Donncha agus Séamas McGrattan –
agus tá triúr comhairleoirí ón bpáirtí ar Chomhairle Cathrach
Bhaile Átha Cliath Theas – Cathal King, Máire Devine agus Eoin
Ó Broin. Sa toghchán seo, tá sé mar aidhm againn an líon sin a
mhéadú agus comhairleoirí a thoghadh ar Chomhairle Contae
Fhine Gall agus ar Chomhairle Contae Dhún Laoghaire/Ráth an
Dúin. Agus sinn i mbun oifige, bímid éifeachtach maidir le nithe a
ghnóthú do shaoránaigh Bhaile Átha Cliath.
Sa dá chomhairle ina sealbhaímid suíocháin, sheas Sinn Féin
lena fhocal i gcónaí. Ar Chomhairle Cathrach Bhaile Átha Cliath,
rinneamar na nithe seo a leanas:
»» cur in aghaidh fhorlámhas Fhine Gael/Pháirtí an Lucht
Oibre ar an gComhairle, a chomhoibrigh le beartais déine
an Rialtais;
»»

oibriú go cuiditheach ar choistí faoi bhuncheisteanna ar
nós na Géarchéime Tithíochta agus an chatha chun Sráid
an Mhúraigh, ar sráid stairiúil í, a shábháil;

»»

troid ar son seirbhísí agus áiseanna níos fearr do
phobail áitiúla, dul in éadan príobháidiú agus cuideachtaí
príobháidithe bailiú dramhaíola a choimeád cuntasach;

»»

dul in aghaidh Loisceoir an Phoill Bhig;

»»

tograí a chur ar aghaidh le haghaidh rialtas áitiúil atá
níos daonlathaí agus atá maoinithe go cuí;

I gComhairle Contae Bhaile Átha Cliath Theas, d’éirigh Cathal King
ina chéad Mhéara de chuid Shinn Féin ar Chomhairle i mBaile
Átha Cliath agus, le cúig bliana anuas, thug Sinn Féin tosaíocht do
na ceisteanna seo: cruthú fostaíochta, tithíocht agus na daoine
sin ar ísealioncam a chosaint. Mar chuid de chomhaontas ar an
gComhairle, rinne comhairleoirí Shinn Féin na nithe seo a leanas:
»» Laghdú de níos mó ná 5% a chur ar rátaí gnó d’fhonn
roinnt brú a bhaint de ghnóthais áitiúla agus fostaíocht
áitiúil a chosaint.
»»

A speansais bhliantúla €4,700 a ghealladh ar son
soláthar a dhéanamh ar an tsaoráid do dhaoine gan
dídean a d’oscail Cathal King, a bhí mar Mhéara ag an
am, in 2013.

»»

€1 milliún a leithdháileadh le haghaidh fuinneoga agus
doirse a athsholáthar in aonaid tithíochta sóisialta gach
bliain ó 2009 i leith.

»»

A chinntiú nár tháinig méadú cent amháin ar chíosanna
tionónta Comhairle le cúig bliana anuas in ainneoin
iarrachtaí a rinne daoine eile iad a ardú.

Ar na comhairlí go léir i mBaile Átha Cliath a bhfuilimid tofa orthu,
chabhraigh Sinn Féin lena chinntiú nár tugadh an Cháin Mhaoine
Áitiúil ar aghaidh do thionóntaí comhairle.

Tosaíochtaí Shinn Féin 2014-2019

»»

»»
»»
»»

»»

»»

»»

»»

»»

»»
»»
»»

Infheistiú i dtithíocht shóisialta - Pacáiste spreagthaí
um thógáil tithíochta sóisialta a thionscnamh d’fhonn
breis agus 12,000 teach sóisialta a thógáil ar fud an Stáit
agus tithe an GNBS a athchóiriú agus a cheannach le
caiteachas spreagthaí €1 billiún sa bhreis ar chaiteachas
caipitil beartaithe an Rialtais thar 18 mí. Cosc a chur
ar aon mhéaduithe cíosa do thionóntaí tithe faoi bhun
gnáthchaighdeáin ar feitheamh athghiniúna.
Cur in aghaidh muirir uisce a thabhairt isteach agus an
rialálaí le haghaidh seirbhísí bailiú dramhaíola a dhéanamh
d’údaráis áitiúla.
Deireadh a chur leis an gcáin mhaoine agus sinn i rialtas
agus an cháin mhaoine ar údaráis áitiúla a laghdú tríd an
uasmhéid 15% sa ghearrthréimhse.
Tacú le cruthú fostaíochta - Dul i ngleic le rátaí éagóracha
trí rátaí forásacha a thabhairt isteach i gcomhair gnóthais
tráchtála, tacú le reachtaíocht a chuireann deireadh le
cíosanna aníos amháin agus aghaidh a thabhairt ar easpa
áiteanna páirceála i gceantar Chomhairle Dhún Laoghaire/
Ráth an Dúin.
Ceathrú na Bliana 1916 a athbheochan - A chinntiú go
sainítear Sráid an Mhúraigh, Sráid Anraí/Oifig an Phoist,
Sráid Uí Chonaill agus Sráid Parnell mar Cheathrú
Réabhlóideach 1916 agus gur féidir leo páirt iomlán a imirt
sna himeachtaí a cheiliúrann agus a chomórann 1916.
Tacú le Bus Átha Cliath - Cur in éadan pleananna chun Bus
Átha Cliath a phríobháidiú. Is é príobháidiú is cúis le táillí
níos airde, coinníollacha níos measa d’oibrithe agus níos lú
rochtana.
Briogáid Dóiteáin Bhaile Átha Cliath - Tacú le seirbhís
otharcharranna Bhriogáid Dóiteáin Bhaile Átha Cliath a
choinneáil agus féachaint leis an táille glaoch amach a
bhaint.
Dul i mbun feachtais le haghaidh pobail níos sábháilte - Dul
i mbun feachtas le haghaidh cur chuige caighdeánaithe ón
gcomhairle maidir le hiompar frithshóisialta agus straitéis
chomhtháiteach d’fhonn láithreacht an Gharda Síochána inár
bpobail a uasmhéadú.
Dul i ngleic leis an ngéarchéim drugaí atá ag fás Maoiniú cuí a chur ar fáil do thionscadail phobalbhunaithe
athshlánúcháin drugaí agus ciorruithe ar Sheirbhísí don
Ógra a aisiompú.
Meabhairshláinte – Tuilleadh airgid agus acmhainní a
infheistiú ar mhaithe le feasacht ar fhéinmharú agus le
féinmharú a chosc.
Reifreann i ndáil le Méara le haghaidh Bhaile Átha Cliath Rialtas áitiúil a athchóiriú, lena n-áirítear Méara le haghaidh
Réigiún Bhaile Átha Cliath a thoghadh go díreach.
Coistí áitiúla cuntasachta poiblí a bhunú - Bunchlocha dearialtais áitiúil is ea maoirseacht, cuntasacht agus freagracht.
Ba mhaith linn go mbunófaí coistí áitiúla cuntasachta poiblí
le go dtabharfaí an deis do chomhairleoirí iniúchadh a
dhéanamh ar chomhlachtaí poiblí agus ar ghníomhaireachtaí
poiblí atá ag cur seirbhísí ar fáil do phobal Bhaile Átha
Cliath.

Part 2. Delivering for the community
cumbersome and councils are reliant on voluntary
housing associations accessing private sector loans
to purchase the units rather than direct purchase by
local authorities.

Tackling the Housing crisis

Dublin is in the midst of a housing crisis. We urgently need
more social housing. Since the mid 2000s the policies of
Fianna Fáil, Fine Gael and Labour have seen a move away from
the direct provision of public housing by local authorities.
Instead they are promoting the increased use of private sector
housing through the Rental Accommodation Scheme and
Long Term Leasing Scheme. Before the onset of the economic
crisis the State was building 4000-5000 social housing units a
year. It’s now building significantly less at a time when housing
need is much more severe.
In this day and age no family should be broken up due to
homelessness, no family should live in overcrowded and
unsuitable accommodation and no family should face eviction
by landlords or bankers due to the economic crisis.
»»

There are over 30,000 households on waiting lists for
Local Authority Housing in Dublin city and county.

»»

There are more than 2,000 people homeless across
Dublin.

»»

Since 2008 direct Government funding of local
authority provided social housing has been slashed by
90%. Over €1 billion has been cut from the housing
budget.

»»

People on low to middle incomes are being squeezed
out of the private rented sector as rents in Dublin soar
and homelessness is on the rise.

»»

There are 29,000 people in receipt of rent supplement
in the Dublin area, out of 78,000 State-wide. Rent
supplement costs the state €344 million a year
but brings us no closer to a long-term sustainable
provision of housing.

»»

The supply of current housing stock is limited. In
2013, Dublin City Council only leased 1012 additional
units of housing.

»»

There are 33,000 empty homes in unfinished estates.
NAMA have identified 3,500 homes as ready for
allocation to social and voluntary housing. Only 254
homes were delivered out of the 1321 units offered
by NAMA. This is because the funding model is

Sinn Féin Councillors will:
»» Campaign for Local Authorities to be the primary
provider of social housing.
»»

Lobby the Government to initiate a social housing
building stimulus package, funded by the Strategic
Investment Fund (formally the NPRF) to build over
12,000 social houses State-wide and renovate and buy
NAMA houses with an additional stimulus spend of €1
billion over 18 months, to the Government’s planned
capital spend.

»»

Propose that local authorities establish arm’s length
housing trusts, controlled by the Councils, for the
purposes of accessing Housing Finance Agency
funding to build and buy social housing units.

»»

Accelerate the completion of regeneration projects
through a Strategic Investment Fund stimulus.

»»

Improve building standards and planning to combat
urban sprawl

»»

Seek the appointment of a Housing Ombudsman with
a remit to monitor the implementation of housing and
planning legislation, monitor changes in house prices,
mortgage payments in arrears, mortgage interest
rates, professional fees and repossessions.

»»

Propose a Vacant Land Levy to encourage private
owners to put their derelict sites to productive use.

»»

No rent increases for tenants of substandard housing
awaiting regeneration.

»»

Review of RAS scheme which has failed in Dublin and
in the interim, the maximum rent limits applicable
to the Rent Supplement Scheme should be reviewed
and adjusted to reflect the reality of rental prices and
to ensure that the payment can act as an effective
barrier to homelessness.

Environment, Water & Waste
Management

Sinn Féin believes that essential services including domestic
waste collection and water services should remain under local
government control. We opposed the privatisation of waste
collection in the four Dublin local authorities. Greyhound,
Panda, the City Bin Company and a number of smaller
companies collect domestic waste on a profit only basis. This
has created a serious problem of illegal dumping in Dublin.
Pending this service being taken back into local authority
ownership we propose that councils should be the chief
regulator of this industry.
This means that any commercial waste company that is
successful in tendering for the waste collection contract must:
»» Be answerable to the local authority.
»»

Provide a service that is affordable, accountable and
accessible.

»»

Provide a waiver scheme.

»»

Provide follow up services such as cleansing and clear
up spillage.

»»

Have their commercial contracts reviewed on an
annual basis.

Local authorities should review contracts with companies
collecting recyclables to negotiate new contracts whereby
companies pay councils to collect this waste, as is the case in
North.

Abolish Property Tax and Oppose
Water Charges

Sinn Féin opposes water charges. The decision by this
government to introduce household water charges is
unnecessary and it is wrong. People already pay for water in
their taxes. People should not be forced to pay for it a second
time through water charges.
Sinn Féin understands the challenges that local authorities
face in delivering reliable high quality water and sewerage
services which must be economically sustainable. We have
first hand experience and a strong record of delivering exactly
this in the North.
In May 2007 when the power-sharing institutions at Stormont
were restored, Sinn Féin made the political choice to reverse

the British government’s plans to introduce household water
charges in the North. We want to do the same in this state.
Sinn Féin will actively campaign to resist any introduction
of household water charges and any plans for the future
privatisation of these vital public services now or in the future.

Climate change plans

Local Authorities will draft and implement climate change
action plans. They will set specific local targets, based on
national and international targets, for the reduction of
emissions in relation to energy use, transport, housing and
waste management.
Council policies will be policy proofed to ensure they are in
line with their climate strategy.
Sinn Féin Councillors will:
»» Oppose the introduction of water charges.
»» Establish local authorities as the regulator for waste
collection services.
»» Ensure Waste Management Plans become reserve
functions of Local authorities and adopt principles of
Zero Waste.
»» Oppose the policy of incineration and abandon current
plans for incinerators.
»» Campaign for local councils to adopt climate change
strategies and action plans, and council policies
should be policy proofed to ensure they are in line
with climate change strategy.

Transport

The Government’s plan to privatise a portion of Bus Éireann
and Bus Átha Cliath routes is a clear case of private profit
being prioritised over public good. Bus Éireann and Dublin
Bus provide essential services for citizens right across the State
and capital. Privatisation invariably leads to higher fares, worse
conditions and less access for passengers.
Taxi provision is one area where private transport meets public
transport and over which local authorities have some control.
Taxi services are especially important in those areas that still
lack comprehensive public transport by bus, rail and tram.
Sinn Féin support more efficient and effective state and local
regulation of the taxi industry in a manner that is compatible
with the interests of taxi drivers and operators, and the
traveling public.

Sinn Féin Councillors will:
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»

Promote the development and expansion of
affordable, accessible public transport.
Campaign for the full public ownership of bus and rail
services.
Call for local authorities to have responsibility for bus
shelters.
Expand Dublin’s bike rental scheme throughout
Dublin.
Campaign for the devolution of roads and transport
planning to local and regional authorities.
Argue for increased provision of recharging points for
electric vehicles.

Fire and Ambulance

For decades the citizens of Dublin have been very well served
by Dublin Fire Brigade. It has been developed into a worldclass emergency service, now providing highly efficient
fire and ambulance responses for the greater Dublin area.
But these services are under threat from politicians and
bureaucrats in the EU, the Department of Health and the
HSE. They want to take the Dublin ambulance service away
from Dublin Fire Brigade and put it under HSE control and,
ultimately perhaps, privatise it.
The Dublin Fire Brigade responds to 40% of the total number
of emergency calls in the 26 Counties yet receives only 7% of
the HSE total ambulance budget.
Sinn Féin Councillors:
»» Support the retention of the Dublin Fire Brigade
ambulance service and oppose a HSE takeover.
»» Seek the removal of the call out charge.
»» Continue to call for Statewide audit of ambulance
services with a view to increasing the number of frontline personnel and improving infrastructure.
»» Proposed that we limit Assistant Fire Chiefs to 2 per
local authority.
»» Propose the inclusion of a Fire Brigade representative
on the Planning Strategic/Municipal Policy Committee
and other planning fora and ensure that planning
decisions take into account emergency access and the
need for sustainable traffic diversions.

»»

Propose establishment of Fire Service Advisory
Boards at local level including residents and local
elected representatives to enhance communication
and strategic planning with the local fire authority.

Job creation and supporting local
business development

Across Dublin, we’ve seen retail outlets close, streets become
dilapidated, and shopping centres lose footfall as a result of
the pressure on small businesses in particular to operate in the
economic climate. Towns have struggled to keep their centres
alive and local communities are feeling the loss. A number
of measures, some implemented by local government, some
at State level, could really help to turn around the fortunes
of these businesses and revitalise Dublin city centre and outlying villages and towns.
Sinn Féin Councillors will continue to champion local
businesses by demanding government and local authorities:
»» Support legislation to abolish upward only rents.
»» Work alongside SMEs for a resolution to SME debt
distress and credit access.
»» Tackle unfair rates by introducing progressive rates
for commercial businesses.
»» Implement a price freeze in semi-state utility
bills, paid for through cost cutting and high salary
reductions.
»» Open up procurement to SMEs by fighting for
Government breakdown of large contracts.
»» Ensure local authorities deal seamlessly with
business queries and necessary paperwork by
instilling a business friendly, jobs friendly ethos in
local authority offices.
»» Work alongside NAMA to maximise investment
in local estates that are unfinished or partially
finished and fall within the ageny’s brief (eg, NAMA
has previously worked with Fingal County Council
to provide funding for a road to one of it’s partially
finished estates), to maximise the properties’ value.
»» Support the insertion of social clauses in public
contracts to help get people back to work.
(Full details of Sinn Féin’s jobs and SME proposals in ‘Create Jobs, Create Growth’,
October 2012, and ‘Putting SMEs first’, March 2014, available on www.sinnFéin.ie)

Recreational Services and Amenities
In recent years there have been cuts to the funding provided
for local amenities such as parks, swimming pools and
libraries, Sinn Féin Councillors have been to the fore in
working with local communities to oppose these cuts.

Sinn Féin Councillors will:
»» Advocate devolution of responsibility relating to Local
Sports Partnerships (which promote participation in
sport at a local level) by supporting clubs, coaches
and volunteers, promoting increased levels of local
participation, building partnerships across clubs and
agencies, and creating increased awareness of sports
and physical activities.
»»

Ensure that Local Authorities have a focus on
ensuring good quality sports, fitness and leisure
facilities for the public that is always affordable, free
where possible, but aimed at the entire community.

»»

Ensure that better use is made of existing civic
buildings (including town halls and libraries) to deliver
access to the arts (including music education and
drama), while also ensuring that all such facilities are
accessible to people with disabilities.

»»

Ensure adequate resources for the upkeep of parks
and open spaces, including the provision of wardens
to ensure maintenance and the safety of those using
amenities.

Developing our Communities

Communities play an essential role in delivering services that
the public or private sectors are unable or unwilling to deliver.
Sinn Féin believes that local authorities should work with the
communities in strengthening these services and developing
the community’s capacity to make change. The aim should
always be to empower a community to become agents for the
change they want to see.
At a time of recession, long term unemployment and
marginalisation of communities, it is imperative that the work
done by the Community Sector is resourced and supported
not downgraded or subsumed into council bureaucracy.
The Local and Community Development Committee’s (LCDC’s)
which the Government has recently established must reflect
the communities they intend to work with and include
community representatives.

Sinn Féin councillors will work for Local and Community
Development Committees:
»» Adopt community development principles.
»»

Make challenging poverty and social exclusion central
to their work.

»»

Have gender quotas to ensure 50% female
representation.

»»

Be cross sectoral and have at least five elected
councillors on the committee.

»»

Involve communities in addressing and solving local
concerns.

Community Safety

People have the right to feel safe in their homes and
communities. Crime in our communities can only be tackled
in partnership between the community, local authorities,
political representatives and the Gardaí.
Local authorities have no power over local policing. However
local councillors are represented on Joint Policing Committees
(JPCs) which provide a mechanism to provide for increased
Garda accountability at a local level. All Sinn Féin councillors
are on their respective JPCs, with Cllr. Larry O’Toole our
representative on the City Wide Policing Committee.
Sinn Féin Councillors will:
»» Seek additional Powers for Joint Policing Committees
to give local representatives direct input in the
development and implementation of Local Policing
Plans.
»»

Continue to promote the expansion of local
community restorative justice options and greater
availability of community mediation services in the
interests of community safety and greater quality of
life.

»»

Ensure all councils work with the Gardaí and local
women’s support services to conduct Women’s Safety
Audits of all districts.

»»

Campaign for a coherent strategy to maximise Garda
visibility in our communities.

»»

Demand that all drug related monies seized by Gardaí
or by CAB are channeled into community development
initiatives.

»»

Campaign for a standardised council approach to
anti-social behaviour and a positive council policy
of immediate action against anti-social behaviour in
parks and other public spaces.

Tackling the drugs crisis

All the evidence confirms that our communities are now
coping with an increasingly complex and chaotic drug
problem that includes a mix of legal drugs, illegal drugs and
alcohol. There were 607 drug related deaths in 2011, the most
recent year for which statistics are available and the response
from government has been totally inadequate.
Statutory agencies and Government departments have cut
funding to Regional & Local Drug Task Forces, while the HSE
and other funders have slashed funding for community based
projects.
While effective services are available they are underfunded
and over stretched. This means people who desperately need
help sit on waiting lists or in some cases never get access at all.
Local authorities have responsibility for a range of issues that
have a direct impact on the drugs crisis, including housing and
estate management. They are also taking over responsibility
for the community development programme and have an
important role to play in provision of services and supporting
the communities most affected by this crisis
Sinn Féin Councillors will work for:
»» Provision of adequate funding for community based
drug rehabilitation projects.
»»

Reversing cuts to Youth Services.

»»

Supporting the crucial role of the local Drug
Rehabilitation Projects.

»»

Communities receiving a policing service that is
accountable, accessible and visible.

»»

Strengthening the Family Support Network.

»»

Developing and expanding the Drug Related
Intimidation Programme.

»»

Targeting resources at areas of most disadvantage.

Planning

There is a need for strong local input into the planning of
roads, transport, infrastructure, homes and recreational
amenities in Dublin. The inclusion of communities in the
process of planning is critical to ensure successful outcomes.
The Mahon Tribunal issued damning findings on corrupt
payments for land rezoning and planning permissions in
Dublin. Findings of corruption were made against councillors
from Fianna Fáil, Fine Gael and Labour. A former Chair of
Dublin County Council and an Assistant Dublin City and
County Manager served time in prison. Judge Mahon
concluded that planning corruption had become entrenched
because no one was prepared to stop it.
Sinn Féin elected representatives will do whatever it takes to
root out malpractice and corruption in planning once and
for all – whether among elected representatives or council
officials.
Sinn Féin Councillors will:
»» Take an ethics pledge linked to an Elected
Representatives Code of Conduct, as required by the
party.
»» Exercise vigilance against malpractice and corruption
in planning in every council area, rigorously pursue
any evidence of same, and advocate on behalf of
whistleblowers who may come forward to defend the
public interest.
»» Ensure development plans frontload building of
community facilities, with onus on the developer.
»» Hold developers accountable by systematically
imposing substantial, index-linked bonds (refundable
in the event of full compliance with planning
conditions).
»» Oppose the use of Public Private Partnerships,
which have proved to be expensive, ineffective and
unsustainable.
»» Advocate community participation and input at preplanning and planning enforcement stages.
»» For developments of a significant nature, size or
scale, demand initial site notification and notification
of any amendments to all residents within 500 metres
of a site.
»» Ensure planning is sustainable and in line with
climate change strategies.

»»
»»
»»

Promoting sustainable approaches to housing
developments by spatial planning, layout, design and
detailed specification.
Ensuring high standards of energy efficiency in all
residential and non-residential developments.
Ensure that local development plans provide for
balanced residential development, schools, parks,
retail units and industry.

»»

The Minister for Arts, Heritage and Gaeltacht Affairs,
in partnership with Dublin City Council, should enter
into direct dialogue with all stakeholders – the 1916
relatives, all property owners in the area and not just
Chartered Land, as well as the National Museum,
NAMA and other relevant State agencies and NGOs.

»»

The aim of this dialogue should be to frame a new
plan, not only to fully preserve the National Monument
and the terrace in which it stands, but also to
develop the battlefield site into a 1916 Revolutionary
Quarter, which would include the revitalisation and
pedestrianisation of the associated laneways to
increase shopping and tourism footfall.

»»

The Government must fully examine all its options,
legal and financial, to make this new plan possible.

»»

This dialogue and plan should be completed as
soon as possible so that as much of the plan as
feasible – certainly the Moore Street element – can be
implemented for the Centenary of the 1916 Rising in
2016.

»»

The Block encompassed by Moore Street, Henry
Street/GPO, O’Connell Street and Parnell Street
should be designated as a 1916 Revolutionary Quarter.

»»

An architectural survey of the block to be carried and
original features and shopfronts to be preserved and
restored.

»»

The entire terrace, 10 to 25 Moore Street should be
protected, preserved and restored.

»»

The National Monument at 14-17 Moore Street to be
taken over by the State to form the centrepoint of a
Museum and Interpretive centre.

»»

A special aim would be to renew and sensitively
develop the traditional small shop and street trading
role of Moore Street (as recommended by the DCC
Moore Street Advisory Committee Report).

»»

The 1916 Revolutionary Quarter could link up with the
plan for the Parnell Square Cultural Quarter, including
the new Central Library, the Garden of Remembrance
and the Municipal Gallery, thus rejuvenating a very
large part of the centre of Ireland’s capital city.

A 1916 Revolutionary Quarter

The Centenary of the 1916 Rising and the Proclamation of the
Irish Republic - the single most important event in the history
of Dublin - is in two years time. The Moore Street buildings
and lanes of history where the last act in the drama of the
1916 Easter Week Rising took place need to be preserved and
enhanced. This part of the centre of our capital city needs to
be cherished for its unique historical and educational value
and for its heritage of revolutionary history.
For this to be possible, the entire terrace, 10 to 25 Moore
Street, first needs to be protected, preserved and restored. The
terrace must be seen as a unit, a block of buildings occupied
by republican forces at the end of the Rising and the site, in
No. 16, of the last meeting of the Provisional Government.
The National Monument, Nos. 14 to 17 Moore Street, would
be robbed of its historic and architectural context and its
attraction if the terrace on either side is destroyed.
The destruction of most of the terrace is sought by Chartered
Land as part of their plan for a giant shopping mall – a
development which might well never be built. There is
nothing to indicate that Chartered Land will get funding for
the project. They could more easily ‘flip’ the site i.e. sell it on to
another developer.
However, in the short term, Chartered Land, armed with
ministerial consent, may go ahead with their demolition plans,
leaving the National Monument standing in a vacant site, the
levelled ‘lanes of history’, for how many years to come?
Chartered Land is in NAMA. It would be an outrage if public
funds were to be used to destroy most of this historic quarter.
Therefore, we need a new vision and a new determination to
reclaim these buildings and streets and lanes of history for the
Irish people.
»»

The Government must make a commitment to protect,
preserve and develop Moore Street as part of a wider
Historic Quarter.

Part 3. Local Government reform
Sinn Féin has long argued that directly elected mayors
are an important part of the much needed reform of local
government in the State. We have been critical of the last
Fianna Fáil-Green Party government and the current Fine GaelLabour government for their failure to introduce meaningful
reform of the local government system.
In early 2014 the Minister for the Environment, Community &
Local Government, requested the four Dublin local authorities
to vote on the issue of a directly elected mayor for the Dublin
region before the end of the month. Fingal voted against
a plebiscite being held, which means it will not go ahead,
despite the other three councils endorsing it. We will continue
to campaign for a referendum to be held.

Powers and Responsibilities of a
Mayor for the Dublin Region
»»

The powers, responsibilities and functions of the
existing four local authorities and councillors would
not be reduced.

»»

Sinn Féin believes that the Mayor should have a
number of clearly defined executive powers including
transport; major roads; waste management and
tourism. These would involve the devolution of
powers, staff and funding from central government
or state agencies to the newly created office of the
mayor.

»»

The Mayor would also have responsibility for strategic
policy development (in partnership with the four local
authorities) in a number of areas including economic
development, environment, housing and planning.

»»

Sinn Féin wants significant executive power devolved
down from central government to the Mayor’s office.
The initial powers to be devolved should be prioritised,
however, should the office prove itself competent and
with public support those powers could be expanded
in a process of rolling devolution in the future.

»»

The Mayor’s office would include a cabinet made
up of Directors of Service for each area of executive
responsibility.

Dublin Regional Assembly
»»

The Mayor would be held to account by a regional
assembly made up of six councillors from each of
the four Dublin local authorities appointed using
the Group election system (similar to D’Hondt but
designed to include independents as well as parties).

»»

The Assembly would meet monthly and its function
would be to scrutinise the Mayor’s annual work plan
and its ongoing implementation in those areas where
the office has executive authority and to approve the
Mayoral offices annual budget.

»»

The Assembly would also have a role in assisting
the Mayor in the development of strategic policy in
those areas where the Mayor has this responsibility,
however such policies would also need the approval of
the four local authorities.

»»

The Assembly and local authorities would also have a
role in the appointment and holding to account of the
Directors of Service.

»»

The Assembly would also have powers to hold to
account, and if necessary to remove, the Mayor or
individual Directors of Service from their positions
under clearly defined circumstances and by a
weighted majority vote.

Part 4. Funding Local Government
Local Government Finance

Property Tax

Sinn Féin’s goal in funding Local Government is:

Sinn Féin is committed to the abolition of the Local Property
Tax.

»»

To ease the burden of austerity measures on the
population, especially the most vulnerable.

»»

To invest resources to revive and grow the economy,
create jobs and improve the wellbeing of our
communities.

»»

To ensure greater fairness in the sourcing and use of
scarce resources.

Key points:
»»

Local Government funding in 2013 was estimated at
€4.18bn, with 90% going to County and City Councils.

»»

Half of current spending is provided by local
authorities themselves in the form of charges for
goods and services, commercial rates, pension
related deductions, Specific State grants and the
Local Government Fund.

»»

The Government general purpose grant last year was
€1.21 billion (motor tax and an exchequer grant).

»»

In 2012 the Government introduced the Household
Charge followed by the Property Tax in 2013. Local
authorities did not see one cent of the LPT.

»»

Between 2008 and 2011 commerical rates, as a %
of Local Government Funding have increased from
12.54% to 20.24% - this is threatening the survival of
many local businesses.

»»

The Capital Budget for Local Government has been
slashed from over €1.4bn in 2010 to below €600
million in 2014.

»»

Sinn Féin has identified an additional €528million in
funding for Local Government and are looking at loan
options which could be available.

The Property Tax is a totally unjust tax which should be
removed. This would save 1.8 million homeowners an average
of €278 per year. This is the type of assistance that struggling
families need and the type of initiative which will keep jobs
in local communities. We have included the €500 million cost
of this measure in our fully costed pre-Budget submission. In
the short term Sinn Féin councillors will support reducing the
property tax by the maximum 15%.

Commercial Rates
Commercial Rates are an important source of finance for
Local Government. The current valuation system however is
unfair and inequitable. Rates are paid whether the business
is profitable or not, threatening in many cases the survival of
small businesses. They are often the third highest cost after
wages and staff and they particularly affect the devastated
retail sector. Even the smallest businesses can pay as much as
€5,500 per annum in rates (example taken from a small florist,
Ballymun, Dublin). According to a report conducted by ISME in
2011, commercial rates have increased by a massive 47% over
the last ten years.
Sinn Féin is calling for the introduction of a revenue neutral
progressive commercial rates system based on the profit of a
business. The result will be to shift some of the burden from
smaller and medium enterprises to those that can afford to
pay more.
(Full details available in Sinn Féin’s ‘Funding local government’ launched at the
Sinn Féin Ard Fheis, February 2014)

Part 5 – Lynn Boylan – Your Dublin EU Candidate
Fianna Fáil, Fine Gael and Labour have all failed to stand up
for Irish interests. They have supported Treaties that were bad
for Ireland and stood idly by while Irish citizens were forced by
the EU to take on the bad debts of the banks.
Sinn Féin is not afraid to stand up and fight for a better deal
for Ireland. Sinn Féin leaders are good negotiators and have
never been afraid to take risks for peace. Our TDs have led
by example in holding the powerful to account. With your
support Lynn Boylan will stand up for ordinary people in the
EU Parliament in the same way.
On May 23rd don’t vote for parties that have failed in the past.
Vote for a party that is offering a clear, credible and radical
alternative – at home and in the EU.
Sinn Féin is standing in every constituency in the country. It is
time to put Ireland first, to vote for a strong all Ireland team vote Sinn Féin.
As part of an all-Ireland team of Sinn Féin MEPs Lynn will:

Is as Baile Átha Cliath do Lynn agus tógadh i dTamhlacht í.
Tá céim bainte amach aici ó UCD i mBainistíocht Caomhnú
Timpeallachta. Ó bhain sí céim amach ón gcoláiste, chaith
sí tamall ag teagasc éiceolaíochta do dhaltaí bunscoile agus
meánscoile. Tá sí ina Cathaoirleach ar Bhiasálan, arb é an
eagraíocht uile-Éireann a cuireadh ar bun chun comhoibriú
ó thaobh táirgeacht bhia, sábháilteacht bhia agus cothaithe
de a chur chun cinn agus a fheabhsú. Tá clú bainte amach ag
Lynn mar dhuine a bhíonn ag obair go dícheallach le beart a
dhéanamh ar son a pobail agus ar son ár dtíre.
Mar chuid d’fhoireann uile-Éireann MEPanna Shinn Féin,
déanfaidh Lynn na nithe seo a leanas:
»»

Obair a dhéanamh chun infheistíocht a fháil ón AE
le haghaidh poist a chruthú agus chun teacht ar
mhargadh ar fhiachas oidhreachta na mbanc.

»»

Cur in aghaidh fhorchur na mbeartas déine agus cur i
gcoinne muirir uisce.

»»

Work to secure EU investment for job creation and a
deal on legacy banking debt.

»»

»»

Oppose the imposition of austerity policies and
oppose water charges.

Deireadh a chur le tuilleadh cumhachta a thabhairt
don AE.

»»

»»

Deireadh a chur le tuilleadh cumhachta a thabhairt
don AE.

Obair a dhéanamh chun pá agus coinníollacha
oibrithe a chosaint.

»»

Troid ar son gnímh ar athrú aeráide.

»»

Neodracht na hÉireann a chosaint.

»»

Obair chun Aontú na hÉireann agus tacaíocht ón AE do
phobalbhreith ar cheist na teorann a chur chun cinn.

»»

Work to protect workers’ wages and conditions.

»»

Fight for action on climate change.

»»

Defend Irish neutrality.

»»

Work to promote Irish unity and EU support for a
border poll.

Reifreann ar dhéine a bheidh i dtoghcháin na hEorpa sa
bhliain 2014. Beidh sé de rogha agat vóta a chaitheamh ar
son MEPanna reatha a thacaigh le beartais déine na hEorpa
nó vóta a chaitheamh ar son Lynn Boylan. Ní hé amháin gur
throid sí in aghaidh déine, ach léirigh sí freisin gurb ann do
rogha eile freisin.

Part 6 - Paul Donnelly - Your Sinn Féin Dáil candidate
Paul Donnelly is married with four children and lives in
Clonsilla. He is widely recognised as one of the hardest
working representatives in Dublin West. Tá clú bainte amach
ag Paul mar dhuine a bhíonn ag obair go dícheallach le beart a
dhéanamh ar son a phobail. He is involved in the Local
Drugs Task Force, ADAPT, Mountview Environmental Group,
Fingal Housing Forum and the Defend Connolly Hospital
campaign. He is also a long-standing member and mentor in
St. Peregrine’s GAA club.
Vote Sinn Féin 1 in local elections, by-election and the EU
election.
As part of an increased Dáil team Paul Donnelly will:
»» Work for a job stimulus programme to create much
needed jobs in Dublin West.
»»

Work for action on social housing and mortgage
distress.

»»

Hold those in government in public bodies to account.

»»

Vote against budgets, which impose cuts and austerity
on ordinary people.

»»

Oppose water charges.

»»

Be a voice for those let down by this Government and
the previous Fianna Fáil led Government.

Sinn Féin’s team for Dublin
Sinn Féin is standing 39 candidates in the Local Government elections across every electoral in Dublin City and County 18 candidates in Dublin City Council, 9 in South Dublin County Council, 6 in Fingal County Council and 6 in Dún Laoghaire/
Rathdown County Council. Lynn Boylan is the Sinn Féin candidate in the European Parliament Election and Paul Donnelly in
the Dublin West By-Election.

Dublin City Council

South Dublin County Council

Cabra-Finglas

Tallaght South

»»

Emma Murphy

»»

Cllr. Cathal King

»»

Cllr. Séamas McGrattan		

»»

Louise Dunne

»»

Cllr. Anthony Connaghan

North Inner City
»»

Gaye Fagan			

»»

Janice Boylan			

»»

Jonathan Dowdall

Beaumont-Donaghmede
»»

Denise Mitchell

»»

Cllr. Larry O’Toole

»»

Cllr. Míchéal Mac Donncha

Ballymun
»»

Cathleen Carney Boud

»»

Noeleen Reilly

Tallaght Central
»»

Cllr. Máire Devine

»»

Brendan Ferron

Rathfarnham
»»

Sarah Holland

Templeogue-Terenure
»»

Fintan Warfield

Clondalkin
»»

Jonathan Graham

»»

Cllr. Eoin Ó Broin

Lucan
»»

Danny O’Brien

Clontarf
»»

Ciarán O’Moore

Crumlin-Kimmage		
»»

Ray McHugh			

»»

Cllr. Críona Ní Dhálaigh		

Ballyfermot-Drimnagh
»»

Daithí Doolan

»»

Greg Kelly

Pembroke-South Dock
»»

Chris Andrews

Rathgar-Rathmines

Dún Laoghaire/Rathdown
County Council
Killiney-Shankill
»»

Shane O’Brien

Dún Laoghaire
»»

Jeanette Kavanagh

Dundrum
»»

Sorcha Nic Cormaic

Dominic MacConraoi

Stillorgan

Fingal County Council

Blackrock

Mulhuddart

Glencullen-Sandyford

»»

»»

Paul Donnelly

»»

Edmond Lukusa

»»
»»
»»

Simon Gillespie
Brian McNally
Chris Curran

Castleknock
»»

Natalie Treacy

European Parliament

Philip Lynam

Dublin

Swords
»»

Balbriggan
»»

Malachy Quinn

Howth
»»

Daire Ní Laoi

»»

Lynn Boylan

Dáil By-Election
Dublin West
»»

Paul Donnelly

