Sinn Féin response to Policy Principles for a Progressive Irish Government
Introduction

Sinn Féin welcomes the opportunity to make a written submission to the process of developing  Policy Principles for a Progressive Irish Government.

Right2Water has provided a focus for an unprecedented social movement, helping to mobilise hundreds of thousands of people in a relatively short period against the water charges and Irish Water and against the wider austerity agenda. 
The Right2Water unions in particular have played an important part in ensuring the ongoing success of the campaign. They have provided essential leadership and resources for marches, meetings and this political initiative.
There is a legitimate expectation that the movement can and should be developed, aiming not only to defeat the water charges but austerity itself. Crucially, in order to do this, the credible alternative to austerity must be put forward. That alternative is a political and economic approach based on equality and aimed at a real recovery for all, leaving none in our society behind. It is an approach rooted in the most progressive traditions of the Irish people, including the 1916 Proclamation and the Democratic Programme of the First Dáil Éireann. 
The conference held on May 1st was a positive development. The Policy Principles for a Progressive Irish Government launched at this event are a welcome initiative.

Sinn Féin supports the initiative and will continue to be actively involved in developing these principles. 

Some of the details and costings need to be developed but this is a task for the respective parties, unions and organisations. The role of this document should be to solely focus on the broad guiding policies that anti austerity parties, trade unions and community groups can sign up to.

Sinn Féin is proposing a new section entitled Right to Independence & Sovereignty. It is important that any agreed set of principles and debate is on an All Ireland basis. The effects of inequality and austerity do not stop at borders. 

The policy principles will allow for a proper debate in the run up to the forthcoming General Election. It should not be seen as a basis to debate about seats or transfers. It should be about setting out an alternative to the policies of austerity that have been pursued by respective Governments in this state.
1. Right 2Water
The abolition of Irish Water & water charges are red line issues for Sinn Féin. We stopped water charges in the North and we want to do the same in the South. We support the call for a constitutional amendment to keep the water system in public ownership. 
We believe it would be best if the figures of €6 to €7 billion contained in that section were removed. How to fund the public water system and how much it would cost over the long term is something that has yet to be fully developed. 
2. Right2Jobs & decent work

Government should reverse the embargo on public service recruitment.

There should be legislative commitments on making zero hour contracts illegal. 
The state should not be seen as simply, “an employer of last resort” as outlined in the document. The state should be seen as a key employer providing essential services. The government also have a key role in creating an environment for sustainable job creation.

Sinn Féin agrees that employers PRSI should be increased. Sinn Féin agrees that employers PRSI should be increased. The detail of what this should be raised to should reflect the need for incremental increases. To do otherwise would only serve as a distraction from the debate.  
3. Right2Housing

Commitment to enshrining housing as a human right in Bunreacht na hEireann is in line with our policy. Sinn Féin drafted a Bill which would have amended the constitution guaranteeing housing as a right in 2003.
This right must be underpinned with adequately resourcing a home building programme, designed, funded and managed by local authorities.
4. Right2Health

Sinn Féin believes in cradle to the grave health care delivered free at the point of delivery. This service would be paid by a progressive taxation system.
We also believe that the 8th Amendment to the Constitution must be repealed. Any incoming government must ensure this happens as soon as possible.

5. Right2Debt Justice

Sinn Féin believes a European Debt Conference would be an important development in tackling sovereign debt. But to commit to the introduction of a Financial Transaction Tax without a programme of costed tax reforms would only serve to focus the debate on one option of reforms. This level of detail should be left to the respective parties and organisations.
6. Right2Education

Sinn Féin strongly believes that education is an essential tool in combating poverty and inequality.

There should be free education from pre-school to primary degree level.

There should be a commitment to greater support for children with mild to profound physical and intellectual disabilities.

7. Right2Democratic Reform

Sinn Féin is committed to the creation of participative democracy from the local to the highest level of governance. For this to happen there must be radical reform of our democratic structures. 

We need reform at every level of representation: 

· Oireachtas reform to make the Dáil and Seanad more accountable to the people (including a democratically elected Seanad and votes for citizens living outside the State i.e. in the North and overseas.) The Cabinet and individual Ministers must be made more accountable to the Dáil. 
· Local Government reform to return real powers and responsibilities to Councils and to the communities they represent. 

· EU reform to greatly reduce the power of the centralised bureaucracy, the dominant States and the economic and political elites, and to develop a truly people-centred EU.  
· The outstanding recommendations of the Constitutional Convention should be implemented. 

We are committed to establishing a further Democratic Convention to engage and consult as widely as possible and to agree on a set of proposals to implement a programme of radical reforms.
8. Right to Lasting Peace, National Reconciliation and Independence 
The Irish Peace Process, despite its limitations, has been a transformative and progressive process. We need to build on its achievements. 
· Full implementation of the international agreements - the Good Friday Agreement & St Andrew’s Agreement.

· Establishment of an independent commission of peace & reconciliation.
· The development of All-Ireland co-operation on as broad a basis as possible. 

· The right to pursue the goal of Irish unity and independence by peaceful and democratic means. 

We are also committed to international solidarity and peace and call for:
· Positive and active Irish neutrality and non-membership of military alliances, to be enshrined in the Constitution. 

