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Introduction:

Sinn Féin acknowledges that the issue of 
abortion in Ireland invokes strongly held and 
sincere views across the broad spectrum 
of opinion in our society which requires 
understanding, compassion and mutual respect.

A recent report published by the UN Human 
Rights Committee, which found that the 
constitutional clause which bans abortion for 
women carrying a foetus with a fatal abnormality, 
subjects women to “cruel, inhuman and 
degrading treatment.”

It is estimated that some 10 Irish women 
per day travel abroad to avail of termination 
services. 

Sinn Féin acknowledges the distress that is 
caused from having to travel outside of the State 
to access services, that many women cannot 
afford to travel and that others do not have the 
immigration status that allows them to travel.

There have been many instances of grave, 
deep, personal suffering, tragedy and even 
fatality. This cannot continue.

Eighth amendment must be repealed and legislation enacted:

Sinn Féin believes that the Eighth amendment 
must be repealed in order that the Oireachtas 
can enact legislation which allows for the 
termination of pregnancy in the limited 
circumstances where a woman’s life and 
mental health is at risk or in grave danger; 

and in cases of rape, incest and fatal foetal 
abnormalities.

Accordingly Sinn Féin calls on the 
Government to hold a referendum, for decision 
by the people, to repeal the Eighth Amendment 
of the Constitution of Ireland. 

Protection of Life During Pregnancy Act 2013:

The enactment of the Protection of Life 
During Pregnancy Act 2013 defines the 
circumstances and processes within 
which abortion in this State can be legally 
performed, giving long overdue effect to the 
1992 ‘X-Case’ judgment by the Supreme 
Court of Ireland, allowing for limited abortion 
where pregnancy endangers a woman’s 

life through physical illness, including in an 
emergency and also through a risk of suicide.

The Eighth Amendment of the 
Constitution of Ireland prevents legislation 
being introduced to provide for the 
termination of pregnancy in the limited 
circumstances of rape, incest and fatal foetal 
abnormalities.
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The Eighth amendment and maternity care:

Sinn Féin also recognises the impact of the 
Eighth amendment on the provision of maternity 
care to pregnant women. 

The HSE’s National Consent Policy restricts 
informed consent and informed refusal of 
treatment for pregnant women. To quote the 
policy page 41, Section 7.7.1 “because of the 
Constitutional provisions on the right to life of 
the unborn [Article 40.3.3] there is significant 
legal uncertainty regarding a pregnant woman’s 
right to [consent]”.

Sinn Féin supports calls to revise the HSE’s 

National Consent Policy, which currently allows 
for health care providers to seek the intervention 
of the High Court if there is disagreement 
between them and the pregnant woman on 
the best course of treatment. We must ensure 
that pregnant women’s rights and choices are 
respected and upheld.

Furthermore Sinn Féin wishes to place on 
record the need for dramatic intervention in 
the state’s maternity services to bring them up 
to international standards of best practice for 
mothers and babies. 

Impartial information and counselling:

Sinn Féin supports the need for women in crisis 
pregnancies to have the right to receive accurate 
information by means of counselling that is 
impartial, non-directive and non-intimidatory 
and the introduction of legislation to ensure this 
standard is met by all agencies providing crisis 
pregnancy counselling.

We believe the way to reduce the number 
of women seeking abortions is by way of State 
provision of comprehensive sex education, full 
access to safe birth control options, full access 

to child care and comprehensive support 
services, including financial support for single 
parents; 

Sinn Féin also opposes the attitudes and 
forces in society which compel women to have 
abortions, and criminalises those who make 
this decision. We therefore accept the need 
for the termination of pregnancy in the limited 
circumstances where a woman’s life and mental 
health is at risk or in grave danger, and in cases 
of rape or incest and fatal foetal abnormalities. 
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