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In a passionate address to the Irish parliament 
Sinn Féin President, Mary Lou McDonald, said:

“Ireland has secured a seat on the UN Security 
Council. This is a mighty achievement and I ac-
knowledge the hard work of all who contributed 
to it. It is also important to grasp this opportunity 
to advance the cause of human rights and justice 
internationally. It is time now for the Irish Gov-
ernment to stand up for the beleaguered people 
of Palestine. Thousands of Palestinians have died 
as a result of the illegal Israeli occupation. Gaza 
is an open-air prison with an economic blockade. 
Apartheid walls scar the landscape, and interna-
tional law is openly and brazenly flouted by the 
Israeli occupiers whose violent settlement of Pal-
estinian lands has displaced countless thousands 
of Palestinian people, rendering them refugees. 
The Palestinian people have been badly let down 
by the international community. There is strong 
support among the Irish people for the rights of 
Palestine, but this has not been matched by those 
in power.

“In 2014, the Dáil voted unanimously to rec-
ognise the state of Palestine, and with this, the 
Irish political system was finally moving beyond 
symbolism to a principled stance. The then Min-
ister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, Deputy Charles 
Flanagan, pledged at that time to advance matters 
further. That was six years ago, and since then the 
Taoiseach and the Government have refused to act 
on the democratic vote of this House. Instead, they 
have retreated to the previous position that now is 
not the time. In fact, the recognition of the state of 
Palestine advances the prospect of a peace agree-
ment and bolsters the hope of a stable future for 
the region based on the two-state solution. It is 
simply wrong to tell the Palestinian people that we 
support their call for statehood but then turn our 
backs on them when they reach out to us for rec-
ognition. That is the politics of copping out. That is 
the politics of the blind eye, and it flies in the face 
of achieving a lasting peace.

“This copping out, we now learn, has extended 
into Government negotiations between Fianna 
Fáil, Fine Gael and the Green Party. The decision 

to drop the Occupied Territories Bill from your 
proposed Programme for Government was both 
cynical and wrong. Any incoming Irish Govern-
ment must take action now to demonstrate our 
solidarity with those living under the cruel and 
illegal occupation. When Deputy Neasa Hourig-
an of the Green Party was asked recently what 
happened to the Occupied Territories Bill, her 
answer was very stark. She said, ‘Simon Coveney 
happened’. Taoiseach this is an indictment of Fine 

Gael policy when it comes to the rights of the 
Palestinian people.

“Any incoming Irish Government worthy of 
the name must take a strong stance against the 
proposed further annexation of Palestinian lands 
by the Israelis due to commence on 1 July. This 
proposal is a reprehensible continuation of open 
aggression against the Palestinians. The Irish 
Government must tell Prime Minister Netanyahu 
that this must stop.

“Ireland, with our history of conflict and conflict 
resolution, is uniquely placed to help to build real 
and lasting peace in the Middle East. We know 
that dialogue works and that repression does not 
work. We know that an inclusive process built on 
equality and respect works. Dominance does not 
work. This is the perspective that we must take 
to the UN Security Council and into our meetings 
with other European leaders. 

“We need to make a start at home by defending 
our commitments and by acting in defence of 
human dignity. The people of Palestine, belea-
guered, besieged and betrayed by the inaction 
of the international community, now look to the 
world and to Ireland for help, and we must not 
fail them.”

“The people of Palestine, 
beleaguered, besieged and 
betrayed by the inaction of 
the international community, 
now look to the world and to 
Ireland for help, and we must 
not fail them.” 
– Sinn Féin President, 
Mary Lou McDonald TD

RECOGNISE THE
STATE OF PALESTINE!

Sinn Féin President, 
Mary Lou McDonald 
TD speaking in the 
Dáil.



Five times in recent years I have visited Pales-
tine and Israel. I have spoken to leaders and 
to citizens and human rights advocates on 
both sides. I have been in Gaza City and the 
West Bank. I have been in the refugee camps. 
I have walked along the monstrous separation 
wall which cuts Palestinian families off from 
their land and created the biggest ghettoes in 
the world. All of this is in breach of interna-
tional law. It is illegal. 

The plan by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu to begin annexing up to 30% of the 
West Bank beginning 1st July is also illegal. 
But the Irish Government refuses to challenge 
this criminal act in any meaningful way. 

If we, the Irish, who have experienced the 
trauma of colonisation and who understand 
its consequences don’t stand by the Palestin-
ians who will? It is time for the international 
community to uphold international law. It is 
time for the Irish Government do likewise. 
Muted and meaningless words of condemna-
tion are no longer sufficient. 

The Government, and in particular the civil 
servants who worked on this initiative, are to 
be commended for winning a seat on the UN 
Security Council. 

Of course, there are many people, includ-
ing this writer, who are openly sceptical and 
critical at the lack of reform of the United 
Nations, and in particular the ability of any 
of the so-called ‘big five’ - the USA, China, 
Britain, France and Russia - to veto a resolu-
tion going to the Security Council. However, 
Simon Coveney – if he remains Minister for 
Foreign Affairs in any FG/FF/GP government – 
described the extent of his ambition for the 
Security Council as akin to being a “pebble in 
the shoe” of the large states.

At a time when Covid-19 is a major pandem-
ic with unparalleled economic consequences 
for the world; when human rights abuses 
and the rights of citizens enshrined in UN 
charters are everywhere under attack; when 

the numbers of migrants and refugees across 
the world is spiralling out of all control; and 
when a US President is attacking the funding 
for the World Health Organisation and for 
UNWRA - the UN agency that looks after Pal-

estinian refugees – we need the independent 
members of the UN Security Council and the 
Irish government which will now sit there, to 
be more than a ‘pebble’ in a shoe.

But, lest we forget, this is the same Minister 
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Gerry Adams has called on the Irish Government to oppose Israeli annexation of occu-
pied territory in Gaza and the West Bank
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Adams calls on 
Irish Government to 
give lead to oppose 
Israeli annexation

“I have walked along the monstrous separation 
wall which cuts Palestinian families off from 
their land and created the biggest ghettoes in 
the world. all of this is in breach of 
international law. it is illegal.”
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for Foreign Affairs who ensured that the 
Occupied Territories Bill – which seeks to 
prevent the Irish state from trading in “the im-
port and sales of goods, services and natural 
resources originating in illegal settlements in 
occupied territories” - from being referenced 
in the putative Programme for Government 
2020 agreed between the leaders of Fine Gael, 
Fianna Fáil and the Greens. 

Israel isn’t even mentioned in the Bill. It is 
aimed at all states with illegal settlements 
and is about preventing them from prof-
iting from their occupation through trade. 
Including Israel of course.  But Simon said no. 
Micheál Martin and Eamonn Ryan agreed. 

Minister Coveney and his two putative 
coalition partners in government are pre-
pared to ignore international law and allow 
Israeli goods and services originating in the 
occupied territories to be traded in the 26 
counties.

In these circumstances what hope is there 
that an Irish Government of this kind, will 
vigorously oppose, inside and outside of the 
Security Council, the plan by Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to annex up to 
30% of the West Bank?

Annexation of occupied territory is pro-
hibited under international law since 1945. 
Emerging out of a world war whose roots 
where in part to be found in the annexation 
of land at the end of the First World War and 
then in the 1930s by the Nazis, the founders 
of the United Nations had the foresight to 
outlaw annexation because it inevitably leads 
to conflict, discrimination and human rights 
abuses. The UN has on many occasions since 
the 1967 six-day war, which saw Israel occupy 
the West Bank, Golan Heights and Gaza, af-
firmed the principle of the “inadmissibility of 
the acquisition of territory” by force.

Regrettably, the refusal by this and previ-

ous Irish governments to oppose the illegal 
actions of Israel and of its occupation forces, 
has encouraged and emboldened Netanya-
hu to believe that now is the time to annex 
substantial parts of the West Bank. Last April 
Netanyahu said that he intended annexing 
Jewish settlements and outposts in the West 
Bank. These settlements, which are illegal 
under international law, number over 240 
and house almost three quarters of a million 
Israeli settlers. On the occasions I have visited 
the region I have seen for myself the extent 
to which these settlements steal Palestinian 
land and water rights and mineral resources 
and are strategically used to separate and 
control the Palestinian population of the West 
Bank. As part of this process Palestinians have 
been killed, their homes demolished, olive 
groves uprooted and farms destroyed. 

Last September the Israeli Prime Minister 
– encouraged by the support of US President 
Trump - said that he also planned to annex 
the Jordan Valley. This makes up almost 30% 
of the West Bank. Palestinian families living 
in the Jordan Valley will find it increasingly 
difficult to stay there. Much of the Valley is 
already under the control of Israel which bars 
Palestinians from digging wells or building 
home extensions, including tents, or irriga-
tion works. From 2009 to 2016 ninety-eight 
per cent of almost three and a half thousand 
applications for permits for new infrastructure 
were rejected by the Israeli authorities.

Nor will Palestinians living in the annexed 
territories be allowed to hold Israeli citizen-
ship. They will be barred from having any say 
in the state in which they are being forced to 
live.

The United Nations, the EU and individual 
states including the Irish state, have failed 
to defend international law. This failure and 
Israeli expansionism will usher in an Israeli 

apartheid state similar in design and intent to 
the Bantustan scheme created by the White 
apartheid government in South Africa. Bantu 
territories were pieces of land – essentially 
ethnic ghettoes - into which black South 
Africans were pushed. It was the apartheid 
regime’s means of control and exploitation 
in which poverty was widespread and human 
rights abuses a constant reality.

To its shame the international community 
has turned a blind eye to Israeli aggression 
against the Palestinian people. The separation 
wall, the theft of land and water, the murder 
of civilians, the use of torture, the victimis-
ation of children, the illegal blockade of the 
Gaza Strip, the denial of human rights are all 
products of this. Israel’s strategy and Net-
anyahu’s plans for annexation have grievously 
undermined the little remaining hope in the 
peace process, which for decades now has 
staggered from crisis to crisis.

But it’s not too late to stop the slide 
into even greater chaos and conflict. The 
international community can still make a 
difference. The Irish government can give 
a lead. If Minister Coveney wants the Irish 
government’s two-year term on the Security 
Council to be more meaningful than simply 
keep a seat warm, and to be more than an 
occasional irritant to the big states, then 
he has to stop making excuses for doing 
nothing. Firstly, the Irish government should 
commit to passing the Occupied Territories 
Bill. Secondly, it should officially recognise 
the Palestinian state as the Oireachtas 
agreed in December 2014 thereby pro-
viding some measure of solidarity and 
legal protection to the Palestinian people 
at this dangerous time. And thirdly, the 
government should introduce a motion to 
the Security Council rejecting Netanyahu’s 
annexation plans.

FACT...
“The recently formed Unity 
Government of Israel proposes to 
begin the annexation of the Jordan 
Valley and the illegal Israeli 
Settlements in the West Bank on July 
1st. This proposal is in violation of 
international law which prohibits 
the acquisition of territory 
through war or the transfer of 
population by an occupying power 
onto land temporarily occupied by 
military necessity (Fourth Geneva 
Convention).”  (Kairos lobby)
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Sinn Féin’s National Chairperson, Declan Kearney MLA, hosted an online discussion 
entitled ‘Stop the Annexation - Voices from Palestine’ on Wednesday 24th June.

The contributors from Palestine were:
•  Dr Uri Davis - academic, civil rights activist and member of Revolutionary 

Council, Fatah
•  Dr Mustafa Barghouti - former Minister of Information in the Palestinian 

unity government and currently Secretary General of the Palestinian National 
Initiative

•  Dr Basem Naim - former Minister of Health, currently head of the Council on 
International Relations, Hamas

Over 7,000 people tuned in to the live discussion to hear the Palestinian 
representatives outline the current critical situation in Palestine as the Israeli 
Government plans to annex between 30 and 60% of Palestinian land. These 
representatives of the three main political forces sent a clear and united 
message to both the Irish people and the Government in Dublin calling them to:
1. Recognise the State of Palestine
2. Oppose the Annexation
3. Enact the ‘Occupied Territories Bill’
4. Sanction the apartheid State of Israel

Declan Kearney expressed the total support of Sinn Féin for these demands.

SINN FÉIN CALL ON THE IRISH GOVERNMENT 

TO RECOGNISE THE 
STATE OF PALESTINE 
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VOICES FROM
PALESTINE
Sinn Féin’s

online discussion
Sinn Féin President, Mary Lou McDonald TD, 
has added her name to an international call 
from a coalition of Palestinian civic society 
organisations and individuals.

“The appeal details the increasing extremism of the 
Israeli occupation forces and settler enterprise, and 
suggests steps which can be taken by the international 
community to curtail and stop the injustices faced by the 
people of Palestine.

 Oppose the annexation of the Jordan Valley as a grave 
violation of international law;

 Abide by the UN security council resolutions, specif-
ically 2334, and do not recognize any changes to the 
1967 borders;

 Take specific measures against illegal settlements and 
settlement products in accordance with the Fourth 
Geneva Convention;

 Civic and political organisations should resist at-
tempts to criminalise legitimate economic sanctions;

 Those states which have agreements with the occu-
pying power should take punitive measures against 
these agreements, in the event of annexation;

 Recognise the State of Palestine along the 1967 bor-
ders with East Jerusalem as its capital;

 Support the International Criminal Court investiga-
tions against Israeli war crimes;

 Support international efforts in the UN security coun-
cil to halt or oppose annexation;

 Reaffirm opposition to the US administration Trump 
plan;

 Support the Palestinian authority in their efforts to 
stop the annexation.

The settlements, annexation of Palestinian territory 
and extension of Israeli sovereignty outside its 1967 bor-
ders are illegal under international law.  Ethnic cleansing 
IS taking place in Palestine against the Palestinian people.  
Self-determination is our right, and the establishment of 
the State of Palestine with East Jerusalem as its capital is 
our goal.  Concrete measures which will lead to genuine 
progress on a peaceful, two state solution are needed.”


The online  discussion can be viewed on youtube at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7CE8EOFFwel

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7CE8EOFFwel


EYAD al-Hallaq was autistic, and 
had special educational needs.

On 30th May he was going to 
school through the Lion’s Gate 
in the old city of Jerusalem when 
he was summarily shot dead by 
Israeli soldiers.

Eyad’s killing made me think 
about John Patrick Cunningham 
who also had special needs and 
was shot dead by British soldiers 
in a field near Benburb, County 
Tyrone in 1974.

I also thought about several 
family members, and my own son, 
Fiachra, who all have autism, and, 
or special needs.

In December 2018 I walked 
through that part of Jerusalem 
where Eyad was killed, with our 
Sinn Féin delegation to Palestine. 

It is very heavily militarised. 
There are Israeli soldiers and 
security personnel everywhere. 

Military incursions take place 
regularly in Palestinian neigh-
bourhoods like Al-Esawiah, a 
small neighbourhood on the edge 
of the city, with 20,000 residents, 
and from which there are well 
over 100 political prisoners cur-
rently detained in Israeli jails.

Palestinians are being forced 
from their homes in Jerusalem’s 
old city in order to relocate Is-
raeli settlers, and create a single 
identity population.

Palestinian homes are also 
being summarily demolished 
not only in Jerusalem, but right 
across the West Bank to enable 
continued expansion of the ille-
gal colonial settlement strategy.

In one of the most recent dem-
olitions of Palestinian property 
in East Jerusalem, Israeli forces 
entered the Ras Shihada neigh-
bourhood and bulldozed a resi-
dential and commercial building 
belonging to the Alqam family.

As a result, 30 family mem-
bers have been left homeless, 

18 of them underage. All of their 
furniture and belongings were 
destroyed, including six apart-
ments, four shops, and a ground 
floor car garage.

Such incidents are not acciden-
tal.

These are the actions of an 
occupation force. 

Palestinians are viewed as the 
enemy, and a non-people; to be 
dehumanised and criminalised. 
They are subject to a systematic 
strategy of repression based 
upon integrated use of Israeli 
military law, military repression, 
and propaganda tactics.

The strategic aim of the Israeli 
state is to colonise all of Pales-
tine.

That long term strategy began 
in 1948 when 750,000 Palestinians 
were forced from their villages 
and farm land.

This phase of colonial occu-
pation became known as the 
‘Nakba’ or ‘Catastrophe’, because 
of its devastating consequences 
for the Palestinian people. It was 
a direct violation of international 
law.

 The reality is that since 1948 
Israel’s military and political 
establishment has wanted to 
occupy the West Bank.

However, a systematic plan was 
needed to do so.

The opportunity to devise a 
more structured strategy arose 
in 1963, and it took shape in 

the form of the ‘Shacham Plan’ 
(named after Mishael Shacham, 
general military governor of the 
Palestinian territories inside 
Israel).

From as far back as 1963, the 
Shacham Plan set out a strategy 
for the future military occupation 
of the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip.

Then in 1967 Israel occupied 
and further divided the west 
Bank and Gaza. A further 400,000 
Palestinians were displaced. It 
also formally annexed Jerusalem, 
again in violation of international 
law.

The author Ilan Pappe argues 
that the decisions made by 
the Israeli government in the 
summer of 1967 have remained a 
cornerstone of Israeli policy to-
wards the West Bank and Gaza to 
this day: That is, one of ongoing 
military control, occupation, and 
colonial expansion, and the per-
manent imprisonment of those 
living in the remaining Palestin-
ian territories.

During 1993 permanent Israeli 
military checkpoints were con-
centrated in the West Bank.

In 2002, Israel began the 
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‘Palestinian struggle has 
arrived at a crossroads’ 

– Declan Kearney

Sinn Féin President, Mary Lou McDonald, along with party colleagues Declan Kearney and Pat 
Sheehan meet Palestinian President, Mahmoud Abbas, and senior PLO official, Nabil Sheath, 
while in Palestine 2018

“palestinians are being forced 
from their homes in jerusalem’s 
old city in order to relocate israeli 
settlers, and create a single 
identity population.”
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construction of a wall throughout 
the West Bank.  This was ruled by 
the International Court of Justice 
to be illegal and amounting to 
annexation. 

Today it provides a concrete 
perimeter behind which over 
600,000 settlers have built Israeli 
controlled cantons on stolen 
Palestinian land.

Earlier this year both the 
Israeli and US administrations 
announced an intention to 
further annex the West Bank 
and East Jerusalem by seizing an 
additional 30% of that land mass 
after 1st July.

This will hollow out the 
existing, and already internally 
divided State of Palestine, and 
will fatally damage any remaining 
prospect of a sustainable ‘Two 
State solution’, as provided for 
under the Oslo Agreement in 
1993.

Whilst the extent of compro-
mises made under Oslo were 
considered highly contentious 
both at the time and since, the 
widely held view is that this 
new annexation (or ‘Deal of the 
Century’) will finally bury that 
Agreement. 

These latest annexation plans 
will constitute another ‘Nakba’, 
for the Palestinians.

The human and political con-
sequences will be catastrophic 
resulting in huge displacement of 
people, and wholesale seizures 
of land and natural resources, 
including water.

The Palestinian Liberation Or-
ganisation (PLO) Negotiations Af-
fairs Department makes the point 
that de facto annexation already 
applies in Palestine in the form of 
the colonial settlements and the 
annexation wall which carve up 
Palestine towns and villages, and 
the multiple permanent Israeli 
military checkpoints which con-
trol the movement of Palestinian 
people and goods.

However, the PLO states the 
new annexation plans aim to for-
mally declare permanent Israeli 
sovereignty through the imple-
mentation of de jure annexation.

It will establish the reality of 
a full fledged and open ended 
apartheid system, further insti-
tutionalising the oppression of 
Palestinians.

To date, the occupation of 

the West Bank, Jerusalem and 
the siege of Gaza have had a 
devastating impact on the lives 
of Palestinian children and youth. 
Young people aged between 15-29 
years old make up 30% of Pales-
tine’s total population.

Israel’s colonial occupation 
has robbed them, and previous 
generations of their childhoods.

On the last day of our trip to 
the West Bank and Jerusalem in 
December 2018, we visited the 
home of Ahed Tamini in Nabil 
Saleh.

Earlier that year Ahed, then 
17 years old, was imprisoned for 
slapping an Israeli soldier.

Bassem, her daddy, told me 
that even though the nearest 
beach to their home was only 
35km away, the imposition of Is-
raeli restrictions on Palestinians’ 

movements in the West Bank, 
meant Ahed’s first experience of 
a beach was on a recent visit to 
Spain!

A couple of weeks ago I 
watched a video by Ahed about 
what this new annexation plan 
would mean for her.

She described it as a form of 
silent ethnic cleansing and an 
attempt to nullify the existence of 
Palestinians, by denying her, and 
future generations the land upon 
which to live.

The annexation intended to 
begin on 1st July is the culmina-
tion of a decades long process to 
liquidate any concept of a viable 
Palestinian homeland.

It is much more than just the 
latest wanton violation of inter-
national law. 

This combined Israeli and US 

plan represents a new humani-
tarian and political catastrophe 
for the people of Palestine.

A new ‘Nakba’!
It carries within it the poten-

tial for an escalation of political 
conflict between Palestinians and 
Israelis.

The Foreign Minister of Jordan 
has already warned of the 
potential for significant political 
instability within this region of 
the Middle East.

Israel’s latest annexation of 
Palestine must be opposed.

No right-thinking democrat 
can stand by and acquiesce in 
silence.

The international community 
failed to act in 1948, and in 1967, 
and it failed to intervene when 
Israel used the Oslo Agreement 
and Camp David as distractions 
to intensify the expansion of 
colonial settlements and ongoing 
human rights abuses through 
the late 1990’s and into the 21st 
century.

Last week 47 UN human rights 
experts condemned Israel’s plans 
to annex the West Bank a vision 
of ‘21st century apartheid’.

They have predicted increased 
human rights violations after 
annexation, saying that: 

“What would be left of the West 
Bank would be a Palestinian Ban-
tustan, islands of disconnected 
land completely surrounded by 
Israel and no territorial connec-
tion to the outside world”.

In recent weeks myself and 
Sinn Féin President Mary Lou Mc 
Donald TD have spoken with a 
very representative cross section 
of Palestinian political leadership 
figures, including Nabil Shaath, a 
veteran and icon of their national 
liberation struggle.

They all spoke of the urgent 
need for decisive international 
action to oppose these annex-
ation plans.

The Palestinian people are 
fed up with hollow words and 
meaningless sympathy from 
international agencies and 
foreign governments who purport 
to support Palestinians’ political 
and human rights.

James Zogby, President of the 
Arab American Institute was blunt 
when he said in recent days:

“And so while I hear European 
diplomats say they are concerned 

FACT...
“We are at a watershed moment. If implemented, 
annexation would constitute a most serious violation of 
international law, and grievously harm the prospect of 
a two-state solution and undercut the possibilities of a 
renewal of negotiations. I call on the Israeli government 
to abandon its annexation plans.” 

– UN General Secretary António Guterres.

Ahed Tamini
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This article is dedicated to the memory of my 
friend and comrade BOBBY STOREY who was 
a committed friend of the Palestinain struggle 

and a true internationalist
- 1956-2020 -

about annexation, I say that’s 
great - but what are you going 
to do about it? Are you going to 
whine, are you going to complain, 
are you going to protest, or issue 
a diplomatic note, which the Is-
raelis will pocket - maybe pocket 
by throwing it away in a newspa-
per basket. This is exactly what 
(the Israelis) want. Because those 
behaviours only feed impunity - 
there’s no price to pay...

Accountability is key, and ac-
countability requires that there 
will be a price to pay.”

The Irish government, care-
taker, or newly formed, should 
internalise those words. 

It must listen to the leaders 
of the Palestinian people, and 
what they are asking of Ireland. 
Their message is clear: The Irish 
government must end its foot 
dragging and refusal to imple-
ment the decision of Dáil Eíre-
ann in 2014, and immediately 
recognise the State of Palestine. 
It should also end its opposition 
to the Occupied Territories Bill 
and pass this legislation at the 
same time.

That is the sort of interna-
tional leadership and concrete 
initiative required at this time. 

Ireland’s new seat on the UN 
Security Council should be used 
to uphold international law, 
and to assist in coordinating 
promotion of the humanitarian 
and national rights of Palestin-
ian citizens.

The facile, diplomatic pre-
tence of waiting for a right time, 
or a point ‘to generate some 
positive momentum’, needs to 
be set aside. That has become 
an excuse for Fine Gael minis-
ters to do absolutely nothing. 

The time to act is now, and 
not a moment later.

The Palestinian struggle has 
arrived at a cross roads.

The 1st July annexation 
represents a new strategic chal-
lenge for the political and civic 
leaders of Palestinian national 

liberation.
They are correct to demand 

serious, substantial interna-
tional action, including from the 
Irish government.

Our international community 
now has a moral and political 
duty to act in the way it ulti-
mately mobilised against South 
African apartheid.

The UN, European Union (EU), 
and Irish government must end 
their acquiescence towards 
Israel’s occupation and this 
planned annexation.

They need to demonstrate 
there will be a price to pay for 
the continued flouting of inter-
national law, and repression of 
Palestinians.

The situation is too grave.
The UN, EU and Irish gov-

ernment need to finally decide 
which side they are on.

But Palestinian political lead-
ers also need to urgently assess 
how to influence international 
actors.

They can give a powerful 
mandate for a decisive step 
change in policy and action 
from the international com-
munity, by agreeing common 
national, democratic strategic 
and political positions, and by 
speaking with one united voice.

At this time of even deeper 
crisis for the cause of the Pal-
estinian people, national unity 
and reconciliation among all 
political forces under the repre-
sentative leadership of the PLO 
has never been more essential.

The greatest leverage which 

the Palestinian leaders have at 
this time to mobilise maximum 
international, political and eco-
nomic pressure against Israel, 
and stop the proposed annex-
ation, is by embracing Palestin-
ian national unity; adopting an 
agreed political strategy; and 
acting collectively. 

Resolving disunity and heal-
ing old divisions is never easy.

However, achieving national 
reconciliation and unity among 
the various political forces is 
the most potent strategic initia-
tive which Palestinian political 
and civic leaders can take to 
change the balance of forces 
against annexation, and to influ-
ence international opinion.

Sinn Féin knows what side we 
are on,

Irish republicans, and other 
international progressives 
remain committed to the ob-
jective of Palestinian national 
liberation and helping to secure 
a democratic, and peaceful 
Palestine...

“We know too well that our 
freedom is incomplete without 
the freedom of the Palestin-
ians.”

“the facile, diplomatic pretence 
of waiting for a right time, or a 
point ‘to generate some positive 
momentum’, needs to be set aside.”

FACT...
Annexation will:
 Remove the asset and resource rich Jordan Valley from the State of Palestine;
 Isolate and suffocate East Jerusalem, the Palestinian capital;
 Deny Palestinian control over use of land and natural resources;
 Prevent efficient and free movement of people and goods;
 Result in increased violations of Palestinian rights;
 Destroy the two-state solution.
 Bring the Occupied Territories under “official” Israeli state authority
 Reinforce the apartheid system in Palestine.
 Violate international law.
 Estimates of land annexation range from 30% to 60% of Palestinian land.
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“The annexation would have tremendous social and 
economic implications on Palestinian communities and 
workers. The plan is in fact expected to disconnect 
around 200,000 Palestinians from their socio-economic 
environment. 23 percent of the area to be annexed is 
privately owned Palestinian land, where the majority 
of the Palestinian agricultural sector is located and 
Palestinian workers gain their livelihoods. Vital water 
resources and fertile agricultural lands in the same 
areas would be permanently subject to the Israeli 
Land settlement law of 2017 which enables the Israeli 
government to control the properties of ‘’absentees’’ 
in Area C, and of properties it claims to be ‘’public 
property’’.”
(From the Irish Congress of Trade Unions to the 
three party leaders involved in the Irish government 
formation talks 04.06.20)

“Europe must take the lead in bringing 
international actors together to prevent 
annexation and to safeguard the prospects of the 
two-state solution and a just resolution to the 
conflict.” 
Public statement signed by over 1,000 MP’s

“The international community has prohibited 
annexation precisely because it incites wars, 
economic destruction, political instability, 
systematic human right abuses and widespread 
human suffering. What would be left of the West 
bank would be a Palestinian Bantustan, islands 
of disconnected land completely surrounded by 
Israel and with no territorial connection to the 
outside world.”  
- Amnesty International

What can we do?
 Recognise the State of Palestine. 
 A Sinn Féin motion in the Dáil that called on the then government 

to recognise the State of Palestine was passed unanimously in 
December of 2014. Since then the Irish Government has dragged its 
heels on recognising the Palestinian State, despite a Programme 
for Government commitment. Official recognition would send 
a clear message of support and solidarity to the people of 
Palestine.

 Implement the Occupied Territories Bill 
 Having passed through the Seanad, the Dáil voted overwhelmingly 

in favour of the Bill, which passed Committee Stage in December 
2019. Six of the seven main parties support the legislation, with 
Fine Gael being the exception.

 Lobby for EU words of opposition to Israel’s plans to 
be acted upon.

 On 15th May 2020, the EU’s Foreign Policy chief, Josep Borrell, 
aid the EU would use “all our diplomatic capacities” to try to 
dissuade Israel’s incoming government from going ahead with the 
move, which also includes the annexation of illegal settlements, 
approved under United States President Donald Trump’s so-called 
Middle East plan.

 The EU is Israel’s largest trading partner – giving it a powerful 
position of influence.

 Demand that the new Irish government uses its seat 
in the UN Security Council to promote Palestinian 
national and humanitarian rights.

FACT...
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