
DÁIL ÉIREANN

Fógra Tairisceana: Notice of Motion

“That Dáil Éireann:

notes that:

— the  Government  has  commissioned  two  reviews  of  the  pay of  student  nurses  and
midwives;

— the first review on pay for placements during the Covid-19 pandemic was completed
and  its  main  recommendations  were  published  on  Raidió  Teilifís  Éireann (RTÉ)
before the report itself was published or issued to members of the Oireachtas; and

— the second review has yet to be concluded;

recognises that:

— there are more than 4,500 student nurses and midwives who must complete clinical
placements which require them to work 12-hour shifts for no pay;

— student  nurses  and midwives  regularly perform real  work on  wards,  which  is  not
recognised  by  the  Government  or  formally  recognised  by  the  Health  Service
Executive;

— this work is not formally part of their degree but is necessitated by the chronic under-
staffing across the health service, and that students plug the gaps left by a failure to
invest in safe staffing levels;

— this practice has led to student nurses and midwives, as well as other students such as
radiography students, performing pandemic-related work which places them in regular
contact with Covid-19 positive patients and requires them to work on Covid-19 wards;
and

— the €100 per week payment offered by the Government is inadequate and does not
reflect the current reality in hospitals; and

calls on the Government to:

— immediately publish the Collins review of student nurse and midwife pay during the
Covid-19 pandemic, which has been partially leaked to the media;

— immediately reinstate the March agreement as provided for in the review for students
performing pandemic-related work to ensure that they are appropriately paid for their
work on the frontline for the duration of the Covid-19 pandemic;

— urgently advance the second review to be conducted on the allowances  of student
nurses and midwives to ensure that new allowances are in place by the end of the
Covid-19 pandemic; and

— expand the second review to ascertain the extent to which students performing work
in hospitals beyond the requirements of their degree occurs, and to ensure that where
this  occurs  it  is  appropriately compensated.”  —  David Cullinane,  Chris  Andrews,
John Brady, Martin Browne, Pat Buckley, Matt Carthy, Sorca Clarke, Rose Conway-
Walsh, Réada Cronin, Seán Crowe, Pa Daly, Pearse Doherty, Paul Donnelly, Dessie
Ellis, Mairéad Farrell, Kathleen Funchion, Thomas Gould, Johnny Guirke, Martin
Kenny,  Claire  Kerrane,  Pádraig  Mac  Lochlainn,  Mary  Lou  McDonald,  Denise
Mitchell, Imelda Munster, Johnny Mythen, Eoin Ó Broin, Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire,
Ruairí Ó Murchú, Louise O'Reilly, Darren O'Rourke, Aengus Ó Snodaigh, Maurice
Quinlivan,  Patricia  Ryan,  Brian  Stanley,  Pauline  Tully,  Mark  Ward,  Violet-Anne
Wynne.
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